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PCS Special:

05 November 2025

QulZ

Dick Cheney, architect of Iraq invasion, dies at 84

SRTP IATHHUT & TRGHR [SB -1t T 84 a9 $ g H e

Questions and Answers to the
previous day’s daily quiz: 1. The place
and year in which Shakuntala Devi set
her Guinness World Record for mental
calculation. Ans: Imperial College
London in 1980

2. This books explains her mental
calculation technigues. Ans: Figuring:
The Joy of Numbers

3. The exact product she computed for
the record. Ans: 7,686,369,774,870 »
2,465,099,745,779 =
18,947,668,177,995,426,462,773,730
4. The constituencies from which she

contested the 1980 Lok Sabha elections.

Ans: Bombay South and Medak

5. The pioneering 1977 book she wrote
on LGBTQ+ issues in India. Ans: The
World of Homosexuals

Visual: This actor portrayed Shakuntala
Devi. Ans: Vidya Balan

Early Birds: C. Saravanan| Siddhartha
Viswanathan| Parimal Das| Joseph
Nelson| Girvar Singh Chaudhary

Historical Background

Quiz

Shakuntala Devi sets her Guinness World Record

* On 18 June 1980, at Imperial College London (UK),
Shakuntala Devi multiplied two randomly selected 13-digit
numbers in just 28 seconds.

* The numbers selected were 7,686,369,774,870 x
2,465,099,745,779, and she gave the correct answer
18,947,668,177,995,426,462,773,730.

* This feat was recorded in the 1982 edition of the Guinness
World Records under the category Fastest Human Computation.
« Although achieved in 1980, the official certificate from Guinness
was awarded on 30 July 2020.

Important Concepts & Facts

» Mental calculation: The ability to perform arithmetic operations
in the mind without external aids (paper, pen, calculator).
Shakuntala Devi's record demonstrates exceptional mental
calculation ability.

* The institution involved: Imperial College London’s
Department of Computing randomly selected the numbers for
the challenge, ensuring fairness and randomness.

« Significance: Completing multiplication of two 13-digit numbers
in 28 seconds exceeds what many computers of that era might
do, highlighting human potential and cognitive excellence.

» Shakuntala Devi was born on 4 November 1929 in Bangalore (then Kingdom of Mysore) and was

known as the “Human Computer”.

» Her interest in numbers began early: at age 3 she was found memorising cards and by age 6, she
was performing arithmetic at the University of Mysore.
« She travelled internationally, showcasing her calculation skills, culminating in the record-setting

attempt in London in 1980.

Recent Updates & Legacy

* On 30 July 2020, Guinness formally honoured the achievement and awarded the record certificate

post-humously.

* Her life has inspired students and educators alike; she authored books such as Figuring: The Joy of
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Numbers, making maths more accessible.
* Her legacy continues in popular culture: her biopic titted Shakuntala Devi was released in 2020,
starring Vidya Balan, bringing renewed attention to her mathematical feat.

Figuring: The Joy of Numbers

Basic Information

* Figuring: The Joy of Numbers is a book authored by Shakuntala Devi, first published in 1977.

» The book is designed to explain her mental calculation techniques, providing insight into how she
could perform complex arithmetic mentally at extraordinary speed.

* |t covers addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, squares, cubes, roots, and other
advanced methods of mental arithmetic.

*» The book is written for both enthusiasts and students, aiming to make mathematics fun and
accessible.

Key Features of the Book

* Step-by-step methods: Devi explains shortcuts and tricks for rapid calculation without using
calculators or pen and paper.

* Mathematical puzzles and games: The book includes examples and exercises to sharpen
numerical skills.

* Focus on mental agility: Emphasizes improving memory, concentration, and analytical
thinking through numbers.

* Practical applications: lllustrates how these techniques can be applied in daily life, business,
and academics.

Examples & Techniques Explained

 Multiplication tricks: Shakuntala Devi demonstrates multiplying large numbers quickly by breaking
them into smaller components.

» Cube and square calculations: She presents methods to compute squares and cubes mentally
using patterns.

* Root extraction: Techniques for finding square roots mentally for two- and three-digit numbers.
» Estimation and approximation: Methods to approximate large sums or products without
detailed calculation.

Importance & Impact

* The book is a milestone in popular mathematics literature, inspiring learners worldwide.

* |t demonstrates that human computation can rival mechanical calculation under proper
techniques.

* Encourages students to develop mental maths skills, boosting confidence in handling numbers.
* Recognized internationally for contributing to numerical education and cognitive skill
development.

Legacy

» Shakuntala Devi is often called the “Human Computer”, and this book exemplifies her ability to
explain complex calculations simply.

» The methods in the book are still taught in some mathematics enrichment programs to enhance
mental arithmetic skills.

 Continues to inspire books, online courses, and educational videos that teach her techniques
globally.

Shakuntala Devi’s Record Multiplication
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Basic Information

» The exact product Shakuntala Devi computed for her Guinness World Record was:
7,686,369,774,870 x 2,465,099,745,779 = 18,947,668,177,995,426,462,773,730

* This feat was performed at Imperial College, London in 1980, verified by experts for accuracy.
» She completed the multiplication mentally in 28 seconds, without using any mechanical aid or
calculator.

* This achievement demonstrates her extraordinary mental computation ability and precision.

Significance of the Record

» The number involves 25 digits, making it one of the most complex multiplications ever verified for a
human calculation.

* Her ability to calculate such a huge number mentally underscores her nickname, the “Human
Computer.”

* This record illustrates the power of human memory, concentration, and calculation
techniques without external tools.

Techniques Behind the Calculation

* Decomposition method: Breaking the large numbers into manageable components to simplify
calculations.

* Pattern recognition: Using number patterns, symmetry, and shortcuts for faster computation.
» Mental visualization: Keeping track of intermediate results mentally while combining them for
the final product.

* Practice and memorization: Years of training in arithmetic and mental computation enabled
such extraordinary feats.

Shakuntala Devi’s Political Foray in 1980

Background

» Shakuntala Devi, widely known as the “Human Computer”, ventured into politics in 1980,
contesting the Lok Sabha elections.

» Despite her fame in mathematics, her political journey was marked by independent candidature,
emphasizing her interest in public service beyond her mathematical achievements.

Constituencies Contested
* She contested from two Lok Sabha constituencies in 1980:

o  Bombay South (now Mumbai South)

e Medak in present-day Telangana
» Her candidature was notable because she ran simultaneously in two different states,
which is allowed under Indian election law, though rarely done.

Significance

* Contesting from Bombay South, a major urban constituency, indicated her appeal among
educated and urban voters.

* Contesting from Medak, a semi-urban/rural constituency, showed her interest in broader national
issues beyond metropolitan areas.

* Her entry into politics reflects the intersection of celebrity and civic engagement, illustrating how
national figures from non-political fields attempt to leverage popularity for public service.
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Election Outcome

« Shakuntala Devi did not win either seat, but her candidature drew attention to her multi-
dimensional personality.

* This episode is often highlighted to show how eminent figures in science, mathematics, and
culture can influence public awareness and discourse through political participation.

Shakuntala Devi’s Pioneering Work on LGBTQ+ Issues

Historical Context

* In 1977, Shakuntala Devi published a groundbreaking book titled “The World of Homosexuals”,
making her one of the first Indian authors to address LGBTQ+ issues openly.

* At a time when homosexuality was largely criminalized under Section 377 of the Indian Penal
Code, this book represented a bold social and academic intervention.

* The book highlighted the lives, struggles, and social perceptions of homosexual individuals in
India, challenging traditional norms and prejudices.

Key Themes of the Book

* Visibility and Awareness: The book brought visibility to the marginalized LGBTQ+ community in
India.

* Social Challenges: Discussed societal stigma, family pressures, and legal hurdles faced by
homosexual individuals.

* Psychological Perspective: Explored the psychological and emotional aspects of being
homosexual in a socially conservative society.

» Advocacy: Advocated for understanding, tolerance, and decriminalization of homosexuality in
Indian society.

Significance

* First of Its Kind: It was among the first Indian publications to treat homosexuality as a legitimate
human experience rather than a taboo.

» Academic Contribution: Provided a foundation for research, discussion, and policy debates on
LGBTQ+ issues in India.

* Influence on Activism: Inspired subsequent LGBTQ+ activism and advocacy leading up to the
decriminalization of homosexuality in India in 2018.
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Dick Cheney, architect of
Iraq invasion, dies at 84

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

Dick Cheney, who became
one of the most powerful
Vice Presidents in United
States history as George W.
Bush’s number two during
9/11 and catastrophic wars
in Afghanistan and Iraq,
died on Monday.

He was 84.

Cheney forged an un-
usually muscular job in the
traditionally inconsequen-
tial role and was seen by
many as a major power be-
hind the throne, as Mr.
Bush thrust America into
the so-called war on terror,
with a dark underbelly of
renditions, torture and the
controversial Guantanamo
prison site.

A hate-figure to many on
the left, he made a remar-
kable pivot toward the end
of his life when he opposed
Donald Trump’s ultimately
successful campaign to re-
turn to the White House in
2024.

Cheney’s daughter Liz
Cheney, a former congress-
woman from Wyoming,
said her deeply Republican
father had voted for Mr.
Trump’s Democratic oppo-
nent Kamala Harris.

Cheney, also a former
congressman and defence
secretary, “died due to

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Substantial impact: As 46th Vice President, Dick Cheney served for
two terms between 2001 and 2009. REUTERS

complications of pneumo-
nia and cardiac and vascu-
lar disease,” according to a
family statement cited by
U.S. media.

“For decades, Dick Che-
ney served our nation, in-
cluding as White House
Chief of Staff, Wyoming’s
Congressman, Secretary of
Defense, and Vice Presi-
dent of the United States,”
it said.

As 46th Vice President,
Cheney served for two
terms between 2001 and
2009.

Aggressive notion

The job is often something
of a frustrating experience
for ambitious politicians,
but Cheney’s Machiavel-
lian skills gave him consid-
erable influence behind
the scenes.
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He helped usher in an
aggressive notion of execu-
tive power, believing the
President should be able to
operate almost unfettered
by lawmakers or the
courts, particularly during
wartime. It was an ap-
proach that saw Mr. Bush
enter military quagmires
in Afghanistan and Iraq
and prompt major contro-
versy over his impact on ci-
vil liberties.

Born in Lincoln, Nebras-
ka, on January 30, 1941,
Cheney grew up mostly in
the sparsely populated
western state of Wyoming.

Cheney is widely seen as
one of the driving forces
behind the decision to in-
vade Iraq in 2003 following
the September 11, 2001 at-
tacks by al-Qaeda on New
York and Washington.
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Dick Cheney, architect of Iraq invasion, dies at 84

SN ATHHUI & TRGPR SP a1t BT 84 a9 Bt MY | FAe=

Dick Cheney, who became one of the most powerful
Vice Presidents in United States history as George W.
Bush’s number two during 9/11 and the catastrophic
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, died on Monday.

f&@ a+it (Dick Cheney), fSrgi- Tgad W0 ARSI &
z{ﬁmm (United States history) T e gyTaxImelt
GTRTgTIﬁTﬁ (most powerful Vice Presidents) TITF &
w0 Siiel $&¢Y, T (George W. Bush) & Hgaift
(number two) & ¥T T 9/11 3R MBI 9 P
ﬂ?ﬁ (catastrophic wars) & GRH @Tﬂ ﬁuﬁ HT AHAR DI (AL B

Tl

He was 84.

d84qd % )

Cheney forged an unusually muscular job in the traditionally inconsequential role
and was seen by many as a major power behind the throne, as Mr. Bush thrust
America into the so-called war on terror, with a dark underbelly of renditions,
torture, and the controversial Guantanamo prison site.

I 9 URUR® ¥ ¥ HH YHTGRITE! UG (inconsequential role) & SRATHT 0 I
BUCSRUG]] (unusually muscular job) d-l faar 3k Hs ANl gRT 35 URe & WD ot
qredfa® e (major power behind the throne) HIHT 7T, S §XT (Mr. Bush) Bl
SARDT B TSI TP b FFATE g (war on terror) ﬁgﬁaﬂ%m S Ty
S{UGRUI, TdHT (renditions, torture) 3R faareryg Tt Sd (Guantanamo
prison) BT 3YBRAY U S[ST §31T UT|
A hate-figure to many on the left, he made a remarkable pivot toward the end of

his life when he opposed Donald Trump’s ultimately successful campaign to return
to the Wh|te House in 2024.

a9 6 BT TP (hate-figure) A S ardl d+T = 30 Sfia— &
3ifom auf # U Srgyd Ufkad= (remarkable pivot) f5a1, S1d 351H SIS ¢
(Donald Trump) & 2024 ﬁw BISY AUt & S (campaign to return to
the White House) &1 faviel far|
Cheney’s daughter Liz Cheney, a former congresswoman from Wyoming, said her

deeply Republican father had voted for Mr. Trump’s Democratic opponent
Kamala Harris.

T+t B a9t forat a1t (Liz Cheney), ST a3 (Wyoming) ¥ Jd S0 &

(congresswoman) % 9 &gl b 396 TFERT§ frufere fiar (Republican father) 3

%ﬁﬁ SHIbfeH ufaggl wHen %ﬁ'\q (Democratic opponent Kamala Harris) Piare
Tl

Cheney, also a former congressman and defence secretary, “died due to
complications of pneumonia and cardiac and vascular disease,” according to a
family statement cited by U.S. media.

Hif&dr (U.S. media) gRT3gYd U URATR® FUT (family statement) &
SR, I (Cheney), S q@‘a?rav T 3R T&m afg (congressman and
defence secretary) 1t g, Pt q?g,ﬁnﬁﬁm 3R ®aqdd IgqaIe T INT (pneumonia
and cardiac and vascular disease) ¥ {3 SfcedSdl & HRUI §§I
“For decades, Dick Cheney served our nation, including as White House Chief of

Staff, Wyoming’s Congressman, Secretary of Defense, and Vice President of
the United States,” it said.

M H BT 74T, “GVH] ad f&F AT (Dick Cheney) = SHR ST &1 JaT oI, forgd
I ETEe B3 A% 3T TP (White House Chief of Staff), IR & S
Y™ (Wyoming’s Congressman), Y& gfa (Secretary of Defense) 3R wga?r
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T ARSI & IWIPURA (Vice President of the United States) & U H &1
far|”

e As 46th Vice President, Cheney served for two terms between 2001 and 2009.
463 IURTFUTY (46th Vice President) & U H, T 42001 ¥ 2009 T &I FTdSTA

(two terms) Cf\’ fpul

Aggressive notion
S{TPTHD

www.patrioticias.in

e The job is often something of a frustrating experience for ambitious politicians, but
Cheney’s Machiavellian skills gave him considerable influence behind the
scenes.

g UG AHRR HEQAIBI&N IeHarsdl & ot fART=IST® 3Ua (frustrating
experience) gIar % Qe A+ B AP afer s (Machiavellian skills) 3T US
& 1D HTW! YUTE (influence behind the scenes) Gam|

e He helped usher in an aggressive notion of executive power, believing the
President should operate almost unfettered by lawmakers or courts, particularly
durir_lg wartime.

e Cd| m% G%W far (aggres;gfl%rgstrlon o;; executive
power) deldl, dg ugqla (President) Y Y gKDprdd
(wartime) & faemas! ar &ma?%q " WY G (almost unfettered) BIHR HIA B
1 AT T =T

e It was an approach that saw Mr. Bush enter military quagmires in Afghanistan
and Iraqg and prompt major controversy over his impact on civil liberties.

Tg gl =DHI T, 9 g1 (Mr. Bush) &1 (GBI 3R 1 (Afghanistan
and Iraq) & 99 SAGH (military quagmires) & BT faar 3R ATR® w@aFarsit
(civil liberties) UX JP UHTE Bl AR 9gST faare (major controversy) 37 foar

e Bornin Lincoln, Nebraska, on January 30, 1941, Cheney grew up mostly in the
sparsely populated western state of Wyoming.

30 WA 1941 B foid+1, AT (Lincoln, Nebraska) & S8 a1 = 30T S0
HOId: vH STETS arat uf3rdt wrea arnfT (western state of Wyoming) o fadmn

e Cheney is widely seen as one of the driving forces behind the decision to invade Iraq in
2003, following the September 11, 2001 attacks by al-Qaeda on New York and
Washington.

Tt B AT U J 2003 H I UR ATHHYT (invasion of Iraq) & U & Ui &t &1
W& fgaal (drlvmg forces) # ¥ T M 1T &, Sl 11 R 2001 HY 3rd-H1UCT (al-
Qaeda) GRT =gUTd 3R AIRATET (New York and Washington) TR f&T 7T gH@l & aTg fermn

7 7|

GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography

TOPICS COVERED 05 November 2025

Gold coins from the Vijayanagara-era unearthed in T.N.

aftrarg 9 fasa R &1a & ol fRaes
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SC flags misuse of POCSO Act to punish adolescent relations )
=R dael &1 f$a == & e Pocso Sififay & gwudiT ur gulitd Hid A fian
TS

SC to review surrogacy ban on couples with one child

TH 9= a1d qufadl R TR ufasy &1 i o1 aeiten s

Cameroon security forces killed 48 in election protests, say UN sources
FHE DT YR&T Tl A AT YG1 | 48 ARN DI gAT DI, WY Y oAl BT
qrdr1

Ukraine drones reach deep inside Russia as fight for key city rages on

ST e} W Ay 9IRT 354 §U b & §IH &0 & WiaR RIS a&

Bodies of poll violence victims being dumped: Tanzania Opposition party

A9 & & fifsal & wral &) Bt o 38T 8: denf-rar 31 faueh urdf &1 sk
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Sacred traditions

A priest places the Sikh holy book Guru Granth Sahib in a golden palanquin during a procession on the eve of the birth anniversary of Guru
Nanak Dev, the founder of Sikhism, at the Golden Temple in Amritsar on Tuesday. PTi

A priest places the Sikh holy book Guru Granth Sahib in a golden palanquin during a
procession on the eve of the birth anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev, the founder of Sikhism, at
the Golden Temple in Amritsar on Tuesday.
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" Aftermath of a typhoon

Cleaning up: People gathering coconuts washed ashore by of Typhoon Kalmaegi in Mayorga town of Leyte province in the central
Philippines on Tuesday. At least five people have been killed and hundreds of thousands displaced as rain flooded the region. AFp

Cleaning up: People gathering coconuts washed ashore by of Typhoon Kalmaegi in
Mayorga town of Leyte province in the central Philippines on Tuesday. At least five people
have been killed and hundreds of thousands displaced as rain flooded the region.
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Gold coins from the
Vijayanagara-era
unearthed in T.N.

The Hindu Bureau
TIRUVANNAMALAI

One hundred and three
punch-marked gold coins
dating back to Vijayanaga-
ra era were found in a ear-
then pot when a group of
workers dug up a trench at
the sanctum sanctorum of
the Later Chola-era built
Shiva temple in Kovilur
hamlet, around 10 km
from Jamunamarathur vil-
lage atop Jawadhu Hills in
Tiruvannamalai.

Officials of Hindu Reli-
gious and Charitable En-
dowments department,
which was involved in res-
toration of the ancient tem-
ple at a cost of ¥ 2.5 crore,
said a group of workers
was digging a trench in the
sanctum sanctorum when
they hit a small pot. They
found gold coins in diffe-
rent sizes and shapes. Im-
mediately, they informed
revenue officials and pol-
ice, who rushed to the
spot. “Based on an alert
from workers, we collected
gold coins from the temple
premises. Archaeologists
from Tamil Nadu State Ar-
chaeology  Department
(TNSAD) will assess its her-
itage value before coins are
handed over to the district
treasury,” S. Durai, Tasil-
dar (Jamunamarathur),
told The Hindu.

Revenue officials in-
formed Collector K. Thar-
pagaraj, who is the custo-
dian of district treasury as
per Indian Treasure Trove
Act, 1878, of the discovery
of the coins. He has direct-
ed District Curator S. Bas-
kar to assess the coins and
submit a report to him.

The Collector has asked the
District Curator to assess the
gold coins.

“Traditionally, gold
coins are minted mainly as
offerings to god. Copper
and other metal coins are
used for trade due to their
durability. Such coins (cop-
per) are also widely circu-
lated because they cannot
be melted like gold coins,”
said K. Sridharan, retired
Deputy Director, TNSAD.

Archaeologists said that
gold coins, on an average,
will be around five mili-
metres in size. The coins
could be 600 years old
during the Vijayanagara
era. Gold coins found in
the temple have the em-
blem of a pig, an animal
depicted by Vijayanagara
rulers in various engrav-
ings.

Such offering of gold
coins to temples was done
during that period because
a large number of temples
were built under Krishna-
devaraya of Vijayanagara
empire as part of reviving
temple architecture in the
region. Coins made during
this period will be circular
in shape whereas coins in
Sangam age are
square-shaped.

Gold coins from the Vijayanagara-era
unearthed in T.N.

affraarg | oo R o1a & ol e e

. One hundred and three punch-marked gold coins
dating back to Vijayanagara era were
found in an earthen pot when a group
of workers dug up a trench at the
sanctum sanctorum of the Later
Chola-era built Shiva temple in
Kovilur hamlet, around 10 km from
Jamunamarathur village atop
Jawadhu Hills in Tiruvannamalai.

Ca) fafga wauf

103 Ug-

. Officials of Hindu Religious and Charitable
Endowments Department (HR&CE), which was involved
in restoration of the ancient temple at a cost of 2.5
crore, said a group of workers was digging a trench in the
sanctum sanctorum when they hit a small pot.

fEg enfife va emff sgiava faumT (HR&CE), S 2.5
FRIS B ARG A UK AfeR & IR 1 2 o, 3
I foh ASIgR] &1 U G [  @Ts Wi 38T 41 9d
3% TP Blel ga- fHar|

e  Theyfound gold coins in different sizes and

shapes. Immediately, they informed revenue officials
and police, who rushed to the spot.

3% fafie SR 3R PRI & wauf Ryas e | 35
%w Afe1at 3R gfery &1 gE1 ff, St Al W
I
. “Based on an alert from workers, we collected gold
coins from the temple premises. Archaeologists from
Tamil Nadu State Archaeology Department (TNSAD)
will assess its heritage value before coins are handed
over to the district treasury,” said S. Durai, Tasildar
(Jamunamarathur).
TRl 9 foreht YET & YR W, §AA Hier TRIR ¥ wuf
Ra% Uod [hu| affranTg Ia R fAUTT (TNSAD) &
Ryl & tfagiie dga &1 geaid ot
TEHIAGR (THATHRIYR) A HE|
. Revenue officials informed Collector K.
Tharpagaraj, who is the custodian of district treasury
as per Indian Treasure Trove Act, 1878, of the
discovery of the coins.

o SFUHIRGY A FATR . YRUWRTS B Fab! ot

IS DI I &, S HIRAH ¢oik era fUf=raw, 1878 o AR forar dIurR &
TP 5|

e He has directed District Curator S. Baskar to assess the coins and submit a report
to him.

351 T HRer® . HRSBR ) Ryaep! o1 Y e 3R Raid uega & &1
A fean g
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“Traditionally, gold coins are minted mainly as offerings to god. Copper and
other metal coins are used for trade due to their durability. Such coins (copper)
are also widely circulated because they cannot be melted like gold coins,” said
K. Sridharan, retlred Deputy Director, TNSAD.

“TRIRITA =0 ¥, Wi e e WRTAT P TeTa I =T A 9 o A1 9 3R
mm%ﬁﬁﬁmaﬁ%ww%ﬁmmﬁmaﬁm@m
(T &) TP ¥U A Faferd & Fife 3 wof Rl it avg g T srasq 4,
&. sfteR, Farf-qa Iu 3@, TNSAD = T3

Archaeologists said that gold coins, on an average, will be around five millimetres
in size. The coins could be 600 years old during the Vijayanagara era.

[ = g1 o wau Riger SfivTa @Rt Ui fieitfter smeR $ 81 61 3
g fAsTaT R FT1a & SR T 600 T8 R 8 THd ¢ |
Gold coins found in the temple have the emblem of a pig, an animal depicted by
Vijayanagara rulers in various engravings.

TifeR A firet Tauf Ryaw! W GaR &1 udie siferd 8, S faeraR = g fafte
JfarEl o g=riar T ugy B |

Such offering of gold coins to temples was done during that period because a
large number of temples were built under Krishnadevaraya of the Vijayanagara
empire as part of reviving temple architecture in the region.

U wquf Ryaml & i ¥ ggra 39 oot | syfe fat 9rd 4 Hifer fasanR amarsa
& PR & IADIA H &7 H AR RGPl & [IoGR & T/ & U H 3HD
wfeRT o1 formfor fomar T AT

Coins made during this period will be circular in shape, whereas coins in the
Sangam age are square-shaped.

39 Td | 941 e Ma STPR & gid 3, Tafds T g1 & e afer ga 3|
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SC flags misuse of
POCSO Act to punish
adolescent relations

The court mulls directions to raise awareness of provisions of the Act,

and sexual equality among students, asks States and UTs to respond

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Ton Tuesday ex-
pressed concern

over the growing misuse of
the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSQ) Act to criminalise
consensual adolescent re-
lationships, and said it was
considering issuing direc-
tions to spread legal aware-
ness of the subject.

A Bench of Justices B.V.
Nagarathna and R. Maha-
devan observed that while
adjudicating bail pleas, it
had repeatedly come
across instances where
stringent provisions of the
law were being invoked as
a form of retribution in sit-
uations not envisaged by
its framers. The judges
stressed the need for grea-
ter legal awareness, partic-
ularly among male adoles-
cents, who are often at the
receiving end of such
prosecution.

“The POCSO Act is be-

ing misused in cases con-
cerning consensual rela-
tionships between
adolescents,” Justice Naga-
rathna remarked, adding
that parents frequently
lodged complaints against
boys involved in such rela-
tionships with girls of simi-
lar age. “We should spread
awareness among boys
and men about the legal
provisions,” she said.

The court was hearing a
writ petition filed by senior
advocate and petitioner-in-
person Aabad Ponda, who
had attributed the rise in
sexual offences and crimes

against women to inadeqg-
uate education on gender
equality. Accordingly, he
had urged the inclusion of
early sensitisation on gen-
der parity and legal litera-
cy in school curricula.
Earlier, the court had di-
rected the Centre to indi-
cate steps taken to include
the concept of sexual
equality and moral educa-
tion in school syllabi, ab-
serving that “ethical and
behavioural training on
how men should treat wo-
men with respect” must be
a vital part of education.
On Tuesday, the Bench
noted that several States
and Union Territories, in-
cluding Telangana, Tripu-
ra, Himachal Pradesh, and
Jammu and Kashmir, were
yet to file their responses.
Granting them “one last
opportunity”, the court
said it would consider issu-
ing directions to promote
awareness regarding the
POCSO framework once all
responses were received.

SC flags misuse of POCSO Act to punish adolescent relations

o=z dae o <fea s & fore Pocso Sty & gwuaT wR glfia &1 1
IEGIESGIE
e The court mulls directions to raise awareness of provisions of the Act, and sexual
equality among students, and asks States and U.T.s to respond.

3ferad SHfAfFTH & wraur! 3R dRe AT (sexual equality) & IR & BE1 I
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SIRRE T S & forg fe=nT-Fder ot & iR fdar
R TE! ¢ 3R TsuY T g 2T W= (States and P
U.T.s) T Sare A 8|
The Supreme Court on Tuesday expressed concem
over the growing misuse of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act o
criminalise consensual adolescent relationships,
and said it was considering issuing directions to
spread legal awareness of the subject.
gfte FI¢ 3 HTaR & = B G Ut @
TREUT (POCSO) U & Fgd gHUANT (misuse)
R il o &1, fSe dgd Uit wgafa ara
= Hae (consensual adolescent relationships) P SORTY TN ST T % 3R
Pl fh s fom E?IT-ﬁ SIRR= &l (legal awareness) PSR fam fean-Ady st
XA R 3R far @5
A Bench of Justices B.V. Nagarathna and R. Mahadevan observed that while
adjudicating bail pleas, it had repeatedly come across instances where stringent
provisions of the law were being invoked as a form of retribution in situations not
envisaged by its framers.

At AR SR IR, HETdad Bt Ui 7 3T foh THFT Afebrel R
FaTs Hd 994, 4 IR-GR T ATl § G gU § ofg] B BT raur=i
(stringent provisions of the law) &I SYTRT Hﬂﬁ (retribution) & =0 | fopar o gl
T, SS9 MHIAIS] & I5=d T =Tg! ATl
The judges stressed the need for greater legal awareness, particularly among male
adolescents, who are often at the receiving end of such prosecution.

e A faRive fhRi as®l (male adolescents) & s (Y% ?ﬂ:f-ﬁ
SIR=&dl (legal awareness) ! TARIHd R SR e, Sl SRR T A | difgd
(receiving end) G gl
“The POCSO Act is being misused in cases conceming consensual relationships
between adolescents,” Justice Nagarathna remarked, adding that parents

frequently lodged complaints against boys involved in such relationships with girls
of similar age.

“POCSO ARIFTaH FT gTANT fHRINT & dta muRdt wewfa arel Jae & amal o
fara 11 X818, <rmfd AFRYAT A w8, 98 Sisd §U & Arar-far sreR v arvel #
Wmaﬂmﬁwwﬁmﬁm%mmmﬁaﬁmél

“We should spread awareness among boys and men about the legal provisions,”

she said.

I &, “gH aS®! 3R TI6I (boys and men) H B U@L (legal

provisions) & IR ﬁ SINREShdT hamT ifgul”

The court was hearing a writ petition filed by senior advocate and petitioner-in-

person Aabad Ponda, who had attributed the rise in sexual offences and crimes

against women to inadequate education on gender equality.

3rerad aivy siftraedr 3R ifererardl 3maTe UiST (Aabad Ponda) §RT GRR Us e

TR (writ petition) TR FdTs B2 &t Y, 61A 919 srummel 3k nfgemait &
SuRTeN (sexual offences and crimes against women) T q@ [ HRUT

WARIP JHTT (gender equality) TR 3{TaTE e &Y amm 41|

Accordingly, he had urged the inclusion of early sensitisation on gender parity and
Iegal literacy in school curricula.

&ﬁl? 3IgiH faemea ursasmHl (school curricula) o AR JHTaT (gender
parity) EFFf-ﬁ HT&R T (legal literacy) IR URTYS Fdg=iadr (early
sensitisation) P MHT HA P 3Td BT A
Earlier, the court had directed the Centre to indicate steps taken to include the
concept of sexual equality and moral education in school syllabi, observing that
“ethical and behavioural training on how men should treat women with respect”
must be a vital part of education.
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39 Ugd, 31Tad 1 P& WP (Centre) D! I8 91 T (e faam o1 fo 99 Iwr=an
(sexual equality) 3R e (moral education) P YR Eblﬂ?p'_d LICDERE:
S HRA & T HH-J HeH Io T T, T8 5 gU % “goul S afgensi & ufa
U gagR @ (ethical and behavioural training) o1 R &1 Rigorar
Teh Hgeaqul e g1 =nfeu

On Tuesday, the Bench noted that several States and Union Territories, including
Telangana, Tripura, Himachal Pradesh, and Jammu and Kashmir, were yet to file
their responses.

TR &1 Uo7 Aie far {& 3 Isy 3R g AR U (States and Union
Temto%sg%ﬁww , Porgm, feamae udwn ofk seg-w iR, A ol d& oo SO
R |

Granting them “one last opportunity”, the court said it would consider issuing
directions to promote awareness regarding the POCSO framework once all
responses were received.

3% “3ifod SR (one last opportunity)” od gU 3{qldld 3 Pl i it Sare ura
811 & §1¢ 98 POCSO @i (POCSO framework) & T&t H SRR dl 9¢11 & g

fezn-fAE (directions) SR a3A W AR S|

SC to review surrogacy ban
on couples with one child

Centre says there is no basic right to surrogacy, which involves the use of another woman’s body;

petitioner cites secondary fertility is emotionally taxing, notes India has no one-child policy

Krishnadas Raj
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday decid-

ed to examine
whether a law banning
married couples facing se-
condary infertility from us-
ing surrogacy to have a se-
cond child amounts to a
state restriction on the re-
productive  choices of
citizens.

The Union government
has supported the consti-
tutionality of the legal pro-
vision, Section 4(iii)(C)(II)
of the Surrogacy (Regula-
tion) Act, 2021, arguing
that availing surrogacy
cannot be claimed as a fun-
damental right. It has con-
tended that surrogacy in-
volves the use of the womb
of another woman, the sur-
rogate mother, and should
be availed only after all
other options to attain pa-
renthood have failed, in-
cluding natural birth and
assisted reproductive tech-
nologies (ART).

“The Constitution does
not recognise a right over
another individual’s body.
Thus, the right to avail sur-
rogacy cannot be claimed
as a fundamental right and
exists purely as a statutory
right subject to conditions/
restrictions prescribed in
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Q Secondary infertility is a complex and
~ emotionally challenging .,
condition faced by couples

who struggle to conceive

a second child. Often

burdened by stigma and m

misconceptions, this
can be as distressing as
primary infertility
MOHINI PRIYA

Advocate for petitioner

the 2021 Act,” the govern-
ment submitted in the top
court.

‘Emotional toll’
Appearing before a Bench
headed by Justice B.V. Nag-
arathna on Tuesday, advo-
cate Mohini Priya, repre-
senting a couple facing
secondary infertility and
seeking to use surrogacy,
argued that the state can-
not interfere in the private
lives and reproductive
choices of citizens.
“Secondary infertility is
a complex and emotionally
challenging issue that ma-
ny couples face when they
struggle to conceive a se-
cond child after having
successfully given birth to
one or more children pre-
viously. This condition, of-
ten shrouded in stigma and
misconceptions, can be

just as distressing as prim-
ary infertility,” Ms. Priya
submitted.

The lawyer submitted
that the definition of “in-
fertility” in the context of
surrogacy both in the ART
Act and the Surrogacy Act
was not restricted to prim-
ary infertility. She urged
the court to read down
Section 4(iii)(CNID) to allow
couples with secondary in-
fertility to have a second
child through surrogacy.

Balancing interests

The government pointed
to the proviso to the Sec-
tion, which offers an ex-
ception for couples with a
child who is mentally or
physically challenged or
suffers from a life-threaten-
ing disorder or a fatal ill-
ness with no permanent
cure. This applies whether

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

their existing child is bio-
logically theirs, adopted,
or through surrogacy.

“This is a well-consi-
dered provision which ba-
lances the interests of an
intending couple who may
have a genuine, grave need
to have a second child
through surrogacy, while
ensuring that a surrogacy
procedure is not availed
and a surrogate mother
does not undergo an entire
pregnancy when the in-
tending couple already has
a healthy, living child,” the
Centre said, backing the
restriction.

‘No one-child policy’

Justice Nagarathna orally
remarked in court that the
restriction imposed under
the provision was “reason-
able”. The judge, on one
occasion, referred to the
burgeoning population of
the country.

Ms. Priya noted that the
country does not have a
“one-child policy”, insist-
ing that couples could en-
sure the best interests of
their first child while avail-
ing of surrogacy for a se-
cond child. She referred to
the Adoption Regulations,
2017 under the Juvenile
Justice Act, 2015, which al-
low three children of any
gender to be adopted.
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SC to review surrogacy ban on couples with one child

TP 9= a1d qufadl R TR ufasy &1 i oid aeten s3f

CNANENZING
The Supreme Court on Tuesday decided to examine ouples
whether a law banning married couples facing secondary  ceive
infertility from using surrogacy to have a second child 1

amounts to a state restriction on the reproductive choices jnd
of citizens.

GfE $IE 3 TR P T8 wiied o1 Fofg e s Rdflas. | o
E‘IETCF-I (secondary infertility) ﬁag@ﬁml%amﬁtﬁaﬁ i
TR ST U1 & fog SRR 9 e aran S .1 I

mﬁaﬁaﬂmm (reproductive choices) U
uﬁaawﬁ%w?ﬂ

The Union government has supported the constitutionality of the legal provision,
Section 4(iii)(C)(Il) of the Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021, arguing that availing
surrogacy cannot be claimed as a fundamental right.

Fg WPR 1 TR (fafrawe) sf¥ifaw, 2021 3t 4RT 4¢i)(C)(1) & FauH®
e (constitutionality) T T forar iR ?I@ fean fos SRR &1 a1y = (availing
surrogacy) HIfei® 3IfIPR (fundamental right) &1 T ST JebeT |

It has contended that surrogacy involves the use of the womb of another woman,
the surrogate mother, and should be availed only after all other options to attain
parenthood have failed, including natural birth and assisted reproductive
technologies (ART).

WHR A Bel b TRAIAT F foedt 3= Afgen & THIR™ (womb) &1 I =0 il
% &[%ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂfﬁ(surrogate mother) &I, Gﬁ?é‘éﬁﬂ-ﬁ SO ST 18T STd
WHTa® THURUT (natural birth) 3R WETAH Yol dH-d (ART) Higd 3= Gl
fawed smd g1 el |

“The Constitution does not recognise a right over another individual’s body. Thus, the
right to avail surrogacy cannot be claimed as a fundamental right and exists purely as
a statutory right subject to conditions/restrictions prescribed in the 2021 Act,”
the government submitted in the top court.

Tfae forsdt safaa &) gar safad & IRR W URBTR (right over another
individual’s body) g1 adT| $HTT TR #7 PR (right to avail surrogacy)
Hiferes SRR 8T 8, fces g Fad 2021 siftfraw & fFruffva zraf ofiv ufereed
(conditions/restrictions) & I TH Funfae SiftrerR (statutory right) % WHR A
it <grarerd o TR |

‘Emotional toll’
“YTGTTeHep agr

Appearing before a Bench headed by Justice B.V. Nagarathna on Tuesday,
advocate Mohini Priya, representing a couple facing secondary infertility and
seeking to use surrogacy, argued that the state cannot interfere in the private lives
and reproductive choices of citizens.

grafef St ARYET B sregern arelt Ui & THel HEAR & a@id Hife-T T
(advocate Mohini Priya), S fgdta® CIELE] (secondary infertility) | Glﬁf?% Uh
Sufd &t 3R J 01 g8, A I faar o s Anie! & fAelt sitat oiR o= faweal
(reproductive choices) H 8I&Y gl & bl

“Secondary infertility is a complex and emotionally challenging issue that many
couples face when they struggle to conceive a second child after having successfully
given birth to one or more children previously. This condition, often shrouded in
stigma and misconceptions, can be just as distressing as primary infertility,” Ms.
Priya submitted.

fadiae® ST (Secondary infertility) T SRR 3R HTaHTAS TU I AUt
fRUfS B, I =1 8 <ufd a9 Hvd € oid d U 1 31 Sl & o H & §1g garl
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=T UeT A | e 81 € | U8 R SRR P 3R Yifedl (stigma and
misconceptions) ¥ o’ gt % 3R I8 Wufie g9 (primary infertility) St gt
HVeAS gl gt o, A foram A &g

e The lawyer submitted that the definition of “infertility” in the context of surrogacy
both in the ART Act and the Surrogacy Act was not restricted to primary
infertility.

CEA] ﬁ)?,:m fo TR T Gt “aqigru= (infertility)” @1 U YT, 918 98 ART
Sy O 81 a1 WK siftf~raw ¥, o wrdfies Sisru= (primary infertility) I
BlIECERE!

e She urged the court to read down Section 4(iii)(C)(ll) to allow couples with
secondary infertility to have a second child through surrogacy.
3I8IH SfaIAd ¥ TS fohdT f RT 4(ii)(C)(11) T 39 TRe gl ot b fgdiae sigra=
S%condary infertility) dTc! U &I TRNNT & H1e9H ¥ GIRT Sl U 1 AT &l S

I

www.patrioticias.in

Balancing interests
el &1 aqga-
e The government pointed to the provision to the Section, which offers an exception

for couples with a child who is mentally or physically challenged or suffers from a
life-threatening disorder or fatal illness with no permanent cure.

WHR 7 Y YRT &b UG (proviso) Pt 3R Tdbd o, St 37 Sufedy @) srqarg
(exception) Y& TRl § fT sr=a ATFRIS a1 RIS =0 | ST (mentally
or physically challenged) % 71 o Sfta--urda® SRt (life-threatening disorder)
1 AT TSI T (fatal illness) B

e This applies whether their existing child is biologically theirs, adopted, or through
surrogacy.
I8 UIGYH IR B1d1 8, I8 391 adH g1 Sifde® (biological) 8), &0 (adopted)
B T TR (surrogacy) q ITA gl gl

e “This is a well-considered provision which balances the interests of an intending
couple who may have a genuine, grave need to have a second child through
surrogacy, while ensuring that a surrogate mother does not undergo pregnancy
unnecessarily,” the Centre said, backing the restriction.

u@'wgﬁmﬁﬂmm (wellconsidered provision) 8 S 3 <ufadl & fedt &1
ST ST & o8 RN b HeHH H GIRT =1 YT 1 IR(dep TG ehall &,
1Y € U8 AT BT 8 fb TR | DY SFTaRaS THIGRIT (pregnancy)
T 9 ToRAT U3,” $% IIPR (Centre) 7 HT, 39 Ufdae BT THLH Hd U

‘No one-child policy’

o Justice Nagarathna orally remarked in court that the restriction imposed under
the provision was “reasonable”, and on one occasion, referred to the burgeoning
population of the country.

ANRYAT A 3feTad § Hig® ¥ 4 $el i 39 WaUT & agd et T[T
ufaee “gfRIAI (reasonable)” §, 3R T AR W I S B g&d! TG
(burgeoning population) &1 I o

o Ms. Priya noted that the country does not have a “one-child policy”, insisting that
couples could ensure the best interests of their first child while availing of
surrogacy for a second child.

oft T A a1 b 3 A “gep-gr=aT A (one-child policy)” gl 8, 3R <ufd aram
Ugd g & Tarad {34 (best interests) &1 YT Hd §U IR & A9 A
SR T U R Iha & |
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e She referred to the Adoption Regulations, 2017 under the Juvenile Justice Act,
2015, which allow three children of any gender to be adopted.

IR fpeiR = ofRifr,

2015 (Juvenile Justice Act, 2015) & d8d gD qgUl

faferaw, 2017 (Adoption Regulations, 2017) &1 garall f?m, S fosdt oft o & i
= (three children of any gender) DI MG o B Glﬁqﬁ adr %I

DAKAR

Cameroon security forces killed 48
in election protests, say UN sources

GS |: Mapping | e
A

Cameroon’s security forces killed 48 civilians as they responded to
protests against the re-election of President Paul Biya, according to
data shared by two UN sources. The majority of the victims were
killed by live rounds although several died from wounds sustained
when they were beaten with batons, they added. REUTERS

Cameroon security forces killed 48 in
election protests, say UN sources

SUE DI GRET el A gATdt USRI 7 48
TN B FT DY, HYI Y AT BT gran

o Cameroon’s security forces killed 48 civilians as
they responded to protests against the re-election of
President Paul Biya, according to data shared by two
UN sources.

& WY Y (UN) 3T GRT 1371 T 71T Srispst &
SR, FUTA Pt ﬁ?&l‘[ dl (Cameroon’s security
forces) 7 ?I'g'qﬁ[ Uit fdT (President Paul Biya) &
T ot & Rew weRlAl (protests) & TR 48
ARTRPY (48 civilians) &1 8T & T |

e The majority of the victims were killed by live
rounds, although several died from wounds

sustained when they were beaten with batons, they
added.

351 qarl o SferpiT difSdl (majority of the
victims) 31 Ad Ml (live rounds) | §?§ STafd PSS
Gl g ardt 9 Uie w1 (beaten with batons) ¥ SRH

@M 7R Ftel (wounds sustained) 3 HRUI G|
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Ukraine drones reach deep inside
Russia as fight for key city rages on

Russian forces continue to advance in the Pokrovsk direction and appear to be operating with increasing comfort within

the city, according to ISW; Moscow said its troops are tightening their encirclement of Ukrainian forces in the region

Associated Press
Reuters
MOSCOW
krainian long-range
U drones attacked an
industrial ~ plant

around 1,300 km inside
Russia, local officials said
on Tuesday, while Uk-
raine’s army remained
locked in an intense battle
to hold back a Russian
push on the key city of Pok-
rovsk in the eastern Do-
netsk region.

Two drones targeted an
industrial facility in Sterli-
tamak, a city in Russia’s
Bashkortostan region, re-
gional Governor Radiy Ha-
birov said in an online
statement. He did not spec-
ify what facility was target-
ed but he said that both
drones were shot down.
There were no casualties,
and the facility was operat-
ing normally, he said.

Meanwhile, the city ad-
ministration reported an
explosion at the Sterlita-
mak Petrochemical Plant
caused the plant’s water
treatment facility to par-
tially collapse, adding that
the cause of the explosion

Critical hit: Long-range drones An-196 Liutyi of the Ukrainian 14th Separate Unmanned Aerial Systems
Regiment stand in line before takeoff in Ukraine. AP

was not known. The plant,
which makes rubber and
aviation fuel, is not known
to have been attacked
before.

Explosions were also
heard at an industrial area
of the Nizhny Novgorod re-
gion, some 800 km from
Ukraine, where an oil refin-
ery and a petrochemical
plant are located, Russian
media reported.

Ukrainian officials said

Russia bombarded the
southeastern  Dniprope-
trovsk region with drones,
missiles and artillery over-
night, killing one person
and injuring 11 others, in-
cluding two children.

Russia fired seven mis-
siles of various types and
130 strike and decoy
drones at Ukraine during
the night, Ukraine’s air
force said.

Also, Romania said on

Tuesday that Russia car-
ried out two overnight at-
tacks on Ukraine’s Danube
port infrastructure, close

to the border with the NA-

TO member country.

On the battlefield, Rus-
sia and Ukraine are fiercely
contesting control of Pok-
rovsk, a Ukrainian strong-
hold in the Donetsk region
that Moscow’s forces have
been trying to capture for
more than a year.

Russia has in recent
months intensified its ef-
forts in the area and has
claimed its troops are mak-
ing progress.

“Russian forces conti-
nue to advance in the Pok-
rovsk direction and appear
to be operating with in-
creasing comfort within
Pokrovsk itself,” the Insti-
tute for the Study of War, a
Washington think tank,
said late Monday.

Russia said on Tuesday
that its forces were tighten-
ing their encirclement of
Ukrainian  troops in
Pokrovsk.

With fighting raging in
the streets of the ruined ci-
ty, the Russian Defence Mi-
nistry said its soldiers had
cleared 35 buildings of Uk-
rainian troops.

It said Russian forces
were also squeezing sur-
rounded Ukrainian troops
near the town of Kupiansk
in the Kharkiv region.

DeepState, a Ukrainian
project that maps the front
line based on verified open
source images, on Tuesday
showed that Russian forces
had pushed further into
Pokrovsk and its environs.

Ukraine drones reach deep inside Russia as fight for key city rages on

T3S WMER W WUy R} ¥5d §U gb- & SIH 0 & v 818 9@ uga

¢ Russian forces continue to advance in the

Pokrovsk direction and appear to be operating
with increasing comfort within the city, according
to ISW; Moscow said its troops are tightening their
encirclement of Ukrainian forces in the region.
(ISW) & SR, 4 T (Russian
forces) Tip_ioeD fe=mm (Pokrovsk direction) |
TR 3 9 33 & 97R AR F iR Tt Tgorar
(increasing comfort) q HH FRd ﬁ'@l’l’sﬁ IW/E;

D! (Moscow) = el fb 39w If® B RER:] T@T—ﬁ Il Bt ﬁ?Ta'Eﬁ (tightening
their encirclement) P 3R DG hY Q%‘ %I
e Ukrainian long-range drones attacked an industrial plant around 1,300 km inside
Russia, local officials said on Tuesday, while Ukraine’s army remained locked in an
intense battle to hold back a Russian push on the key city of Pokrovsk in the
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eastern Donetsk region.

R HYBHIRAT  TTIR D! Fgl b Wﬁ ot ﬁ'\& & @7-[ (Ukrainian long-range
drones) 7 =9 & Wdr T 1,300 fFHit 3ie fRIT T e W6 (industrial
plant) UR gHAI foar, Stafes Uj)_-ﬁ I (Ukraine’s army) ujf'cﬁﬁw 3F] (eastern
Donetsk region) & BT UG LG (Pokrovsk) IR 0 g (Russian push)
DI AH & forg Hiwor ae A & h @

Two drones targeted an industrial facility in Sterlitamak, a city in Russia’s
Bashkortostan region, regional Governor Radiy Habirov said in an online
statement.

I & FRPIaar & (Bashkortostan region) & WIS (Sterlitamak) RcX
& @ S (two drones) 7 T SN 3T &I M1 ST, &30 TR 6} BT
(Radiy Habirov) = 3{FHag- 59 # %l
He did not specify what facility was targeted but he said that both drones were shot
down. There were no casualties, and the facility was operating normally, he said.

36 U TEl qaT % b TS Y I SR T o, At IBiA el b it
I IR fIRTE T (both drones were shot down) | 13 gdTed gl §31T (no
casualties), 3R T4 T TY | HTH $I T6T & (operating normally) |
Meanwhile, the city administration reported an explosion at the Sterlitamak
Petrochemical Plant caused the plant’s water treatment facility to partially
collapse, adding that the cause of the explosion was not known.

Y 9, @R WRIN (city administration) 7 911 o WX Ugidbiidd Gaa
(Sterlitamak Petrochemical Plant) # fa¥WIT (explosion) & HRUT 4 & oA
YT H% (water treatment facility) fifI® U T &% g1 T, BT fawwpie &1
HIRUT (cause of explosion) JTd Tal %I
The plant, which makes rubber and aviation fuel, is not known to have been
attacked before.

g 47, S ¥aR 3R fAHTE $47 (rubber and aviation fuel) ST 8, TR Ugd St
BHT T-I%’ng"GIT YT (not known to have been attacked before) |
Explosions were also heard at an industrial area of the Nizhny Novgorod region,
some 800 km from Ukraine, where an oil refinery and a petrochemical plant are
located, Russian media reported.

I WfEAT (Russian media) = SAmT {6 gobeT A a1 800 ol ¥ (800 km from
Ukraine) Rd ﬁ%l*ﬁ MR & (Nizhny Novgorod reglon) & &=
(industrial area) T EEILED 9 ﬁ"ﬂ?ﬁlﬂ 3R ﬁ@%&lﬁ YA (oil refinery and
petrochemical plant) % fawme (explosions) CHREIEIS ﬁ:ﬁ TI"-;fl
Ukrainian officials said Russia bombarded the southeastern Dnipropetrovsk
region with drones, missiles and artillery overnight, killing one person and injuring
11 others, |nclud|ng two children.

Wﬁ\ﬂf\ (Ukrainian officials) %wﬁsw%a’f&muﬁfsﬁuﬁﬁwé}a
(Dnipropetrovsk region) U @T-l ﬁl’\‘lﬁ?ﬁ 3R AyE™ (drones, missiles and
artillery) I IR gHA ﬁ?‘EIT, forad Udh fed 9t /i (one person killed) §'5£ 3R 11
3= 9Td (11 injured) §Y, 51 & =2 (two children) XA 1

Russia fired seven missiles of various types and 130 strike and decoy drones at
Ukraine during the night, Ukraine’s air force said.

Yeb+1 DI AT (Ukraine’s air force) = IR fds ¥4 = IR H fafia g 3t
ard ﬁlﬂﬁﬁ (seven missiles) 3R 130 LGRS 3R oG ara @T-I (130 strike and
decoy drones) WUTET?H

Also, Romania said on Tuesday that Russia carried out two overnight attacks on
Ukraine’s Danube port infrastructure, close to the border with the NATO member
country.

AT (Romania) 3 HTAAR & 68T fd 0 7 ob b SYT §GTE (Danube
port) Gl ﬁﬁ%ﬂ&ﬁ R & WESTe gHa (two overnight attacks) b, S A1el Jew
a9 (NATO member country) &1 JHT F Uy T g

On the battlefield, Russia and Ukraine are fiercely contesting control of Pokrovsk,
a Ukrainian stronghold in the Donetsk region that Moscow’s forces have been
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trying to capture for more than a year.

ﬂ@’cﬂﬁﬁ =g WI (Russia and Ukraine) S &F (Donetsk region) &
qﬁ e TioRIoD (Ukrainian stronghold Pokrovsk) U a1 & ferg affeoT e
HR IR g, Ford ATEpY & VT (Moscow’s forces) TP a¥ | 3fd IHT T (more
than a year) wmﬁmmrﬁ%

Russia has in recent months intensified its efforts in the area and has claimed its
troops are making progress.

& (Russia) 7 8T¢1 b HEHI W 39 & H 30 WATHI ) a1 {61 (intensified its
efforts) & 3R a7 fahar & fb I V1T WRIf X T8 @ (making progress) |
“Russian forces continue to advance in the Pokrovsk direction and appear to be

operating with increasing comfort within Pokrovsk itself,” the Institute for the
Study of War (ISW) said late Monday.

Kor| QWTQ iR fe=m (Pokrovsk direction) T 3my CEGISIEG] T IR IR D
iR Jgdt HeoaT & $T (increasing comfort) B 3T 8T &, Tg SHeATT HRIT
(Institute for the Study of War - ISW) = 9HaR X I1d FEll

Russia said on Tuesday that its forces were tightening their encirclement of
Ukrainian troops in Pokrovsk.

9 (Russia) 7 HTAIR &1 Hgl {6 ITH! TS NpRiop | Gebeit Afrepl
(Ukrainian troops) B! RIS R 3@ (tightening their encirclement) ®X WE
With fighting raging in the streets of the ruined city, the Russian Defence
Ministry said its soldiers had cleared 35 buildings of Ukrainian troops.

G e P! SB] W SR ASTS (fighting raging in the streets of the ruined
city) o S, &I Y& HATAT (Russian Defence Ministry) = g1 fdh 39! 91 35
SHRG! B! Lob-1t AfhT | Gad (cleared 35 buildings) H_1 forT B
It said Russian forces were also squeezing surrounded Ukrainian troops near
the town of Kupiansk in the Kharkiv region.

TATY = gl foh &1 9 (Russian forces) WR®IT &x (Kharklv region) &
Tﬁ'ﬂﬁm (town of Kupiansk) %Wmﬁt{?{aﬁﬁ UR ¢dId (squeezing
surrounded troops) d-l B %’I
DeepState, a Ukrainian project that maps the front line based on verified open

source images, on Tuesday showed that Russian forces had pushed further into
Pokrovsk and its environs.

Shee (DeepState), S U T@Fﬁ LIRUICE | (Ukrainian project) 8 3R gaTfud
3Nu-a Sfeat (verified open source images) P IMYR W A & fRUf fearat %
3 TR &I T o T FAE U iod 3R IHP SATHUTH & &1 (Pokrovsk
and its environs) 3R Giﬁ@?;ﬂﬂﬁ%l
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es of poll violence victims being

dumped: Tanzania Opposition party

Associated Press
NAIROBI, KENYA

Tanzanian authorities
faced mounting concern
over killings during and af-
ter last week’s election,
with the largest Opposition
party alleging on Tuesday
that the security forces
were secretly dumping the
bodies of hundreds killed
in the violence that
shocked the region.
Protests spread across
the East African country in
the aftermath of voting on
Wednesday, continuing for
several days as young peo-
ple came into the streets of
Dar es Salaam, the com-
mercial capital, and el-
sewhere to protest what
they felt was not a free or
fair election. Security
agencies cracked down on

Violent incident: Tanzanian authorities are facing growing concern
over killings during and after last week’s election. Ap

protesters by firing live bul-
lets and tear gas canisters,
and a nationwide curfew
was declared.

President Samia Suluhu
Hassan was declared the
winner with more than
97% of the vote, a rare
landslide victory in the re-

gion, despite the low tur-
nout reported by foreign
observers. Ms. Hassan’s
controversial win has only
intensified criticism of the
election as not credible.
Her rivals — Tundu Lissu
of Chadema and Luhaga
Mpina of ACT-Wazalendo —

had been prevented from
running for the presiden-
cy. Human Rights Watch
on Tuesday condemned
the violent crackdown on
protesters in a statement
that urged Tanzanian auth-
orities to “end the use of
excessive and lethal force
against protests, and take
steps to ensure accounta-
bility” by security forces.

Tanzanian authorities
have not responded to
Chadema’s claim of more
than 1,000 deaths.

Asked if the victims
were getting funerals,
Brenda Rupia, Chadema
spokesperson said that the
security forces “are hold-
ing dead bodies” and that
the remains of victims
were being  secretly
dumped to hide the scale
of the killings.

Bodies of poll violence victims being dumped: Tanzania Opposition party

19 fEar & fifsal & wral S Bt o1 38T 8: denferar 1 faueh urdf &1 smRiu

e Tanzanian authorities faced mounting concern over killings during and after last
week’s election, with the largest Opposition party alleging on Tuesday that the
security forces were secretly dumping the bodies of hundreds killed in the
violence that shocked the region.

| (Tanzanian authorities) o fUod 9w & 19 (last

week’s election) & SR 3R dT¢ H g3 ged3il (killings) P! QAR dgdl fidT 7 AT
S TSI, STafh gad g31 faueh urdf (largest Opposition party) 5 HEAR & 3R
?FTI'CITﬁ'?ﬂ?&ITW (security forces) THQ?U@[%W nﬁwﬁﬁvﬁﬁ%m‘raﬁ
L T%% (secretly dumping the bodies), a8 &7 § sepiw et T B

e Protests spread across the East African country in the aftermath of voting on
Wednesday, continuing for several days as young people came into the streets of
Dar es Salaam, the commercial capital, and elsewhere to protest what they felt was
not a free or fair election.

gYarR P HagH (voting) Fdlq 03 qgff 3PP SxT (East African country) T iy
WS (protests) thd 7T, St %3 faHl db WIRY 8, ofa garaif A arforfus Iwerit gR
T HATH (Dar es Salaam) 3R 30 RIF} IR JSH! IR IR Ry fobar, Fifs S
& % a8 @ ar freger -Td (not a free or fair election) a1 Tl

e Security agencies cracked down on protesters by firing live bullets and tear gas
canisters, and a nationwide curfew was declared.

& [ (Security agencies) 3 yexieIial iR foigr mfert ok ﬁﬂ *
e (live bullets and tear gas canisters) an, @Ttﬁ' 1 ﬁM(natlonmde
curfew) TS & far mm|
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President Samia Suluhu Hassan was declared the winner with more than 97% of
the vote, a rare landslide victory in the region, despite the low turnout reported
by foreign observers.
AT JAg 9 (President Samia Suluhu Hassan) 31 97% & 3Hf® dal

(more than 97% of the vote) ¥ fasiar Gt forar a1, St 39 &5 A T gy Ueis ot
(rare landslide victory) B, gTdif® faa=ft T (foreign observers) 3 H HAGH
(low turnout) o1 Rure <t ot
Ms. Hassan’s controversial win has only intensified criticism of the election as
not credible.
ﬁ%ﬁ g9 &1 faarerae Sita (Ms. Hassan’s controversial win) 3 gAId Eal

%’\;T? (not credible) ChIGH Y a3 @Y iR A (intensified criticism)
R

Her rivals — Tundu Lissu of Chadema and Luhaga Mpina of ACT-Wazalendo —
had been prevented from running for the presidency.

3% Ufdgg! — ISHT (Chadema) & §g oY (Tundu Lissu) 3R T -ammas!
(ACT-Wazalendo) & SR =T (Luhaga Mpina) — Cal ?Tg'qﬁ-f UG & ﬁt{ qg-1d
?I?_.ﬁ T T T (prevented from running for the presidency) Tl
Human Rights Watch on Tuesday condemned the violent crackdown on
protesters in a statement that urged Tanzanian authorities to “end the use of
excessive and lethal force against protests, and take steps to ensure
accountability by security forces.”

YU IM5¢d aid (Human Rights Watch) = TTAAR &1 U 99 § UeRFGINAI )R
gl fa® qu+ (violent crackdown) CARE AR REIRS \'-ITrlTﬁTlﬁ Srfereprival
(Tanzanian authorities) Y i @t fob 3 “3reafire SR uTa® Ta (excessive and
lethal force) & SUTNT ! JHTK P 3R Y& Fall PI FTaTaas! (accountability)
AT B & forg ded I |

Tanzanian authorities have not responded to Chadema’s claim of more than
1 000 deaths.
SrfrepTieaY (Tanzanian authorities) FTSHI (Chadema) F1 ,000 7

3iftrs Hial (more than 1,000 deaths) & &0 W HIS ufafspar 781 <t (not

responded) %I

Asked if the victims were getting funerals, Brenda Rupia, Chadema spokesperson,
said that the security forces “are holding dead bodies” and that the remains of
victims were being secretly dumped to hide the scale of the killings.

o gt a1 fo o difSal o sifod TR faran o X813, Y ISHT uadar seT sfuan
(Brenda Rupia, Chadema spokesperson) Gl Fel fb “YIET 9 Tal Y 3UH U
ELC| §'({ ? (security forces are holding dead bodies)” 3R el P TP ST

U & T (to hide the scale of the killings) Fif&dl & 3@l & T &9 I BT
GIT el ? (remains were being secretly dumped) |
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EC kicks off SIR 2.0 in 9 States and 3 U.T.s
9 ¥rsal 3R 3 Fg wRia Uz # S4it A 3= fpar va.eg. 3R 2.0

UPSC maintains status quo on T.N.’s DGP candidates

affraqrg & Siedt Sufigart wR gdiasdt 3 gurfRifa s=me &t

How BRICS is challenging SWIFT

&4 BRICS, SWIFT S gHId1 37812

What is the TLP challenge for the Pakistan government?

UIfPET TRBR & 1T TLP #Y g R ]2

A nationwide SIR: the need to check double entries in the electoral list

gardt sIR: fFafas gt 4 Gie ufafpal o1 siia 3 smazasar

EC Kicks off SIR 2.0 in 9 States and 3 UT.s

The exercise will cover 51 crore voters; West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee has alleged ‘silent, invisible rigging’; ruling DMK in Tamil Nadu moves SC, terming exercise ‘arbitrary,

unreasonable, and prone to disenfranchising voters'; officers are going door-to-door handing out partially filled enumeration forms; every elector will receive a unique form

Sreeparna !!!& a!g ty

Shiv Sahay Singh
NEW DELHI/KOLKATA
he Election Com-
T mission on Tues-
day launched the
second phase of the special

intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in nine
States and three Union Ter-
ritories, covering around
51 crore voters, with booth-
level officers distributing
enumeration forms to elec-
tors.

The exercise, however,
drew sharp opposition
from several parties. West
Bengal Chief Minister and
Trinamool Congress leader
Mamata Banerjee led a ral-
ly in Kolkata, alleging “si-
lent, invisible rigging”,
while the ruling Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) in Tamil Nadu chal-
lenged the exercise in the
Supreme Court, calling it
“arbitrary, unreasonable,

Screening time: A booth-level officer hands over enumeration forms to voters in Kolkata on Tuesday as
part of the special intensive revision of electoral rolls that got under way in West Bengal. pTi

and prone to disenfran-
chising voters”.

The BJP has welcomed
the clean-up exercise as a
step towards ensuring
greater transparency on

the electoral rolls.

The Election Commis-
sion said booth-level offic-
ers (BLO) have started go-
ing door-to-door to hand
out partially filled enumer-

ation forms. Every elector
will receive a unique form,
it said. During the enumer-
ation phase, which will
continue till December 4,
more than 5.3 lakh BLOs

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower,
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will visit houses at least
thrice for the distribution
and collection of forms.

Apart from the BLOs,
7.64 lakh  booth-level
agents (BLAs) appointed by
political parties, 10,448
electoral registration offic-
ers and assistant EROs, and
321 DEOs have been
pressed into action to con-
duct the SIR exercise in a
smooth, orderly, and voter
friendly manner, a senior
official said.

The 12 States and Union
Territories where the SIR is
being conducted are the
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands, Lakshadweep,
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Puducherry, Rajasthan, Ta-
mil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh
and West Bengal.

Poll-bound States

Among these, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, West Bengal, and
Puducherry will go to the

polls in 2026.

The first phase of the
SIR exercise was carried
out in Bihar earlier this
year, following which over
68 lakh names were delet-
ed from the electoral rolls.

Addressing an anti-SIR
rally in Kolkata, Ms. Baner-
jee said she would ensure
the fall of the BJP-led go-
vernment at the Centre if a
single eligible voter was
omitted from the electoral
rolls.

She accused the BJP and
the Election Commission
of using the SIR as a politi-
cal tool to intimidate vo-
ters, adding that the BJP
wanted to come to power
by removing legitimate vo-
ters from the list. “These
people think they will re-
move two crore names and
deport people to Bangla-
desh, or move them to de-
tention camps and throw
them out of the country to
capture power,” she said.

The march came on a
day election officials said 16
lakh enumeration forms
had been distributed in the
State. Raising questions
about the necessity of a
hurriedly drawn out SIR,
the Trinamool Congress
chief asked, “Today, after
all these years of indepen-
dence, do we still have to
prove that we are Indians?”

In Uttar Pradesh, the ex-
ercise was launched under
the theme Shuddh Nirva-
chak Namavali - Majboot
Loktantra (Clean Electoral
Roll - Strong Democracy).

In Kerala, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan has called
for an all-party meeting on-
line on Wednesday to seek
consensus on the imple-
mentation of the SIR. Most
parties in the State — bar-
ring the BJP — have raised
concerns over its timing.
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EC kicks off SIR 2.0 in 9 States and 3 U.T.s
9 T4l 3T 3 % IRIT U= | 31 7 IRE 5 aT T, 3015, 31R 2.0

The exercise will cover 51 crore voters; West
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee has alleged
‘silent, invisible rigging’; ruling DMK in Tamil
Nadu moves SC, terming exercise ‘arbitrary,
unreasonable, and prone to disenfranchising
voters’; officers are going door-to-door handing
out partially filled enumeration forms; every
elector will receive a unique form.

g ST 51 HRAS HAGIATSHT B B BT,
uf3 SvTe Y et FeT Sl A msﬁz
gAfaferaa RFRT &1 SRy T, ﬁwzﬂ@%ﬁgﬂnaﬁémw
o5, 9 ST 1 TR, AATEIRD R Aqardrai P HRBR S arar
ST, SR TR-ER TR i 0 @ W §T ATHS BiH fafa o3 @ &
TS HAGdl $I Th Sfgard Wid U G|
The Election Commission on Tuesday launched the second phase of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in nine States and three Union
Territories, covering around 51 crore voters, with booth-level officers distributing
enumeratlon forms to electors.
gﬁ 3 TIaR B! fIRT T8 GARIEI0T (SIR) b GHR TROT i YB3 9 N

&5 MR Y= F 1, H T 51 FRIS HdSTdT A ¢, 3R Y-
ATYBTR Hergrarsit B ATHIGT wid faala w2 @ 2
The exercise, however, drew sharp opposition from several parties. West Bengal
Chief Minister and Trinamool Congress leader Mamata Banerjee led a rally in

Kolkata, alleging “silent, invisible rigging”, while the ruling Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) in Tamil Nadu challenged the exercise in the Supreme Court,
calling it “arbitrary, unreasonable, and prone to disenfranchising voters.”

gIaif, wamaﬁvéa?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁuﬁrﬁmﬁ?ﬁlmmaﬂm
3R JUIE BT AT THAT SIo1T - DlIereTar A et &7 A fobar, s 3
“qrgdie, sArarerad RERT &1 3RIT @A, maﬁm@aﬁwaﬁggﬁa
FHSTH (DMK) 7 38 A IS T T < 3R 3 “HTHTAT, SfaqeTie iR
Haerarsii & SR S arar sar|

The BJP has welcomed the clean-up exercise as a step towards ensuring greater
transparency on the electoral rolls.

YTSTUT = U AWTE ATHAT &1 W@ITd fHar, S8 Hderar gui ¥ ifie urefiar
AT S 31 fexn & T FHed Famn|

The Election Commission said booth-level officers (BLOs) have started going
door-to-door to hand out partially filled enumeration forms. Every elector will
receive a unique form, it said.

YATG TN - H5T b FYU-TRIT URBRY (BLOs) TR-TR TATH 3ifH &Y F W

%Wwﬁﬁ?rﬁamr%%l SHTIRT = Fg1 fob TP HAGI Bl U SAfgad Bid
SIS

During the enumeration phase, which will continue till December 4, more than 5.3

lakh BLOs will visit houses at least thrice for the distribution and collection of
forms.

ATHIS TRUT & SR, 57t 4 faR dF e, 5.3 ARa | 3ifre BLOs Wid & faaror
3R TUE & R H7 A FH F IR W ST ERT B3|

Apart from the BLOs, 7.64 lakh booth-level agents (BLAs) appointed by political
parties, 10,448 electoral registration officers and assistant EROs, and 321 DEOs

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 6


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

have been pressed into action to conduct the SIR exercise in a smooth, orderly,
and voter-friendly manner, a senior official said.

BLOs & 3{alTdl, IS Gal gRT gad 7.64 ARG §Y-IAR1T Tole (BLAs), 10,448
TAGTAT USRI SRIPTY SR TP EROs, 3R 321 e feratart sifrerd)
(DEOs) &1 T SIR 34T &I I, afRud AR TeagmI- SHd dP I aferd
A & e dFTd far T 8, U ay e 3 wEll

The 12 States and Union Territories where the SIR is being conducted are the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Puducherry, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh
and West Bengal. ]

d 12 IS 3R I MR WS STET I8 SIR Hferd fhan ST g, 3 € — s’ ok
feR grug, derdiu, S<RETe, TaT, TERTd, HId, 7 U=, Tgast, IR,
AfETg, SR USRI 3R ufdw §wre |

Poll-bound States: Among these, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal, and
Puducherry will go to the polls in 2026.

TG AT IeT: S99 § afterg, dd, ufd s ok ggast o 2026 H TG €11
The first phase of the SIR exercise was carried out in Bihar earlier this year,
following which over 68 lakh names were deleted from the electoral rolls.

SIR 3T $T Ugell 9=V 39 a9 &1 Ypad J fagr & foar man o1, foraes a1 68 ard
| Hfere Al B Aagrar g | gerT Tl

Addressing an anti-SIR rally in Kolkata, Ms. Banerjee said she would ensure the
fall of the BJP-led government at the Centre if a single eligible voter was omitted
from the electoral rolls.

ST TP TA-SIR Yot 1 WS et §¢ ol it A Hg1 b 3R
S W 9 Aagrar T ATH Haerdl gul A g/l 4T, O 98 Bg § HISTT Aqed ardr
WPR DI FRT S|
She accused the BJP and the Election Commission of using the SIR as a political
tool to intimidate voters, adding that the BJP wanted to come to power by
removing legitimate voters from the list.
B HISTUT 3R AT SR IR SIR & A= gRAR & =0 & Iud a1 &1
3RIY AT SR HT o HISTUT d¢f Aaerarsit & A geTH: Tl | AT ared 81
“These people think they will remove two crore names and deport people to
Bangladesh, or move them to detention camps and throw them out of the country
to capture power,” she said.
3 BeT, U AT Wad § b 3 § FAS A geT &, TNl bl Sivere = W 371, a1
3% F&e3 Ul | STa®R 31 A aTeR FHdTa 37t a1fch |1 WR Heell H2 Tdh "
The march came on a day election officials said 16 lakh enumeration forms had
been distributed in the State.
gg AT 39 o gof o g1a SRS = Fel foh I H 16 ARG WD BTH
faafva fu s g& €1
Raising questions about the necessity of a hurriedly drawn out SIR, the Trinamool
Congress chief asked, “Today, after all these years of independence, do we still
have to prove that we are Indians?”

STegaTeil § fPT 7Y SIR $t TaaHdl IR FaTd 361d T DI UG A U,
?&nﬁr I & a4 anf a1g ot wsﬁ&wmﬁwﬂrﬁa & g9y
?H

In Uttar Pradesh, the exercise was launched under the theme ‘Shuddh Nirvachak
Namavali — Majboot Loktantra’ (Clean Electoral Roll — Strong Democracy).

IR USRN 1§ I8 31 R[5 fatas AraTaelt - Aoigd aiddy (9= dderar gt -
RN Apad) [ava & dga = fasar

In Kerala, Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has called for an all-party meeting
online on Wednesday to seek consensus on the implementation of the SIR.

a4, gl fUsRTs fawras A SIR & fharagd IR gafa ure a1 & fore
qmﬁwa&?ﬂumaﬁaﬁﬁmmm%

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page27


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e Most parties in the State — barring the BJP — have raised concerns over its
timing.

UPSC maintains status quo on T.Ns DGP candidates

. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

The Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) has
maintained status quo in
the matter of appointing a
new Director-General of
Police (DGP)/Head of Pol-
ice Force (HoPF) for Tamil
Nadu.

The representation of
Chief Secretary N. Muruga-
nandham explaining the
reasons why the names of
three DGPs shortlisted by
the UPSC was not accepta-
ble to the State has been
“disposed”.

According to official
sources, the UPSC has
written back to the Tamil
Nadu government reiterat-
ing its decision on the pa-
nel of DGP candidates fit
for appointment as DGP/
HoPF. “We have disposed
of the representation from
Tamil Nadu...status quo
remains,” a senior official
in the Central agency told

Commission disposes of plea by State rejecting the names of IPS
officers shortlisted for the top post. FILE PHOTO

The Hindu on Tuesday.

The appointment of a
new DGP/HoPF was neces-
sitated following the retire-
ment of Shankar Jiwal on
August 30, 2025.

Reason for delay

Though the proposal com-
prising the names of eligi-
ble DGP-rank officers to
the top post should have
been sent to the UPSC
three months before the

anticipated vacancy (Au-
gust 30, 2025), it was
handed over in person on-
ly on August 29, 2025. A se-
nior officer moving the
Central Administrative Tri-
bunal and then the Su-
preme Court seeking to in-
clude his name in the
panel was cited as the rea-
son for the delay. After G.
Venkatraman was appoint-
ed as in-charge for the post
of DGP/HoPF, a Madurai-

based advocate Henri Ti-
phagne moved a contempt
petition accusing the State
government of not follow-
ing the Supreme Court gui-
delines in the Prakash
Singh case (in the matter
of appointing DGPs). Pass-
ing orders in the case, the
apex court requested the
UPSC to expeditiously
complete the process of
empanelment and direct-
ed the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment to take steps forth-
with to appoint a regular
DGP.

Committee meets
The UPSC convened the
Empanelment Committee
meeting on September 26,
and recommended the
names of top three officers
(Seema Agrawal, Rajeev
Kumar, and Sandeep Rai
Rathore) as fit for appoint-
ment as DGP/HoPF.
However, the Chief Se-
cretary wrote to the UPSC
saying the panel of shor-

tlisted officers was not ac-
ceptable to the State go-
vernment and gave a
detailed explanation justi-
fying the same, the sourc-
es said.

Draws LoP’s criticism
With the delay in appoint-
ing a regular DGP/HoPF
drawing criticism from
Leader of the Opposition
and AIADMK general se-
cretary Edappadi K. Pala-
niswami, State Law Minis-
ter S. Reghupathy issued a
statement on October 22,
accusing the Centre of ig-
noring Tamil Nadu’s views
and trying to appoint an
officer of its choice as DGP.

He said the UPSC had fi-
nalised the names of cer-
tain officers despite strong
objections raised by the
State at the Empanelment
Committee Meeting. The
Tamil Nadu government
would take all necessary
steps to defend its rights
on the issue, he added.

I H HfYBIY A — HTSTUT B BISHI — A 3T THY P AP (ol oad B 2|

UPSC maintains status quo on T.N.’s DGP candidates

affreTg & et Iufiqar] W giiea! A gyrfRufa a=me vt

e The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC)

has maintained status quo in the matter of
appointing a new Director-General of Police
(DGP)/Head of Police Force (HoPF) for Tamil
Nadu.

Y i |aT 3T (UPSC) = affiaqrg & fog 9u
gfera wﬁ%&m (DGP)/qferT S WHHE (HoPF) &1
# gyrfRyfe s9me T 21

e & wet

e The representation of Chief Secretary N.

Muruganandham explaining the reasons why the

names of three DGPs shortlisted by the UPSC was not acceptable to the State has
been “disposed”.

e aRkE T

DGP%?mwaﬁaq‘mﬁmtfq‘é’r% 39 “frgerar g1

e According to official sources, the UPSC has written back to the Tamil Nadu
government reiterating its decision on the panel of DGP candidates fit for
appointment as DGP/HoPF.

Al & 3R, UPSC A afia-rg

. GHIHYH gRT g8 99 ara ufaffd@ fis uPsc grT 9afaa a9

PR FI Y foran g 3iR

DGP/HoPF fraf & e Sugaa Sufiqart & 99a W s Fofa &1 Slexman 81

o “We have disposed of the representation from Tamil Nadu...

a senior official in the Central agency told The Hindu on Tuesday.

status quo remains,”
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g ~dfiiaTg & ufafifiia & e oo 3. aurfRufa o=t W&t te Fdta ot
& aivg SAfUSRY A A IeaR &1 g fig & aar|
The appointment of a new DGP/HoPF was necessitated following the retirement of
Shankar Jiwal on August 30, 2025.

=T DGP/HoPF &1 fAgfad @1 Saxdardl [ SidId & 30 3[R, 2025 HI AqT-igd
TR F 91C IUA §3 |
Reason for delay — Though the proposal comprising the names of eligible DGP-
rank officers to the top post should have been sent to the UPSC three months
before the anticipated vacancy (August 30, 2025), it was handed over in person only
on August 29, 2025.

8 &1 RUT — =Y ug & U 9 DeP-¥® Siftreiival o A arar URa UPSC &
SrgTia R (30 3R, 2025) T 19 7R Ugd Yol ST 1 T, Afee 59
AR FU Y Had 29 3R, 2025 DI A7 7|

A senior officer moving the Central Administrative Tribunal and then the
Supreme Court seeking to include his name in the panel was cited as the reason for
the delay.
T ik TG GRT 30T A O o AT A $ oY et Sia w=mafie
ARYHROT 3R R G B T AIIHT GRR FAT 33t BT BRI SR T
After G. Venkatraman was appointed as in-charge for the post of DGP/HoPF, a
Madurai-based advocate Henri Tiphagne moved a contempt petition accusing the
State government of not following Supreme Court guidelines in the Prakash
Slngh case (in the matter of appointing DGPs).

oft. IHeIHUT B DGP/HOPF & UG BT WHR g = & aIg, Uge & Siftraan
278 U 3 SrauTE AR 2R B, R e TWHR R W1 Rig a3
St 3t Fgfea 3 weafta gita 1 & fexm-fd=n &1 uras 9 %1 &1 9R™
[SRIRIN
Passing orders in the case, the apex court requested the UPSC to expeditiously
complete the process of empanelment and directed the Tamil Nadu government
to take steps forthwith to appoint a regular DGP.

T A | ISR UIRG Fxd §U, Ware <Ir-Ted 2 UPSC 3 39d aUR & @l
wforar & <Y QT HA B &@Hﬁ?maﬁ?aﬁmgwﬁﬁwm DGP fga
B & T apTa HaH Ie™ o1 (e faa

Committee meets — The UPSC convened the Empanelment Committee meeting
on September 26, and recommended the names of top three officers (Seema
Agrawal, Rajeev Kumar, and Sandeep Rai Rathore) as fit for appointment as
DGP/HoPF.

gfafa &t 96 — UPSC 7 26 fdar @) 9a TfAfa 3t do@ gars iR < &=
SiftreTial (e srraTe, Iefta $HR iR WU I JSR) & 911 DGP/HOPF & &Y
# frrgfea & foe Sugea sam|

However, the Chief Secretary wrote to the UPSC saying the panel of shortlisted
officers was not acceptable to the State government and gave a detailed
explanation justifying the same, the sources said.

RTeTifep, TR IR 3 UPSC B fore s AT RRe P 1T STl o1 et ared
W?ﬁﬁﬂqﬁ? 3R 3% T § e faga wsteor faar wn, g3t A
Tl

Draws LoP’s criticism — With the delay in appointing a regular DGP/HoPF
drawing criticism from Leader of the Opposition (LoP) and AIADMK general
secretary Edappadi K. Palaniswami, State Law Minister S. Reghupathy issued a
statement on October 22, accusing the Centre of ignoring Tamil Nadu’s views and
trying to appoint an officer of its choice as DGP.

fauer a1 3t sreeAT — fafia DGP/HOPF &t fAgfada A 38 W fauer & A« ik
TIHTSUIITHS HERNITG TSWIE! &. UA-ITHI &1 STaAral o did, Ied & BT
Tt T, TgUfd A 22 FgER B U6 TUH AR] HR g IWPR R afda-rg & fari
Bl AT FRA 3R T TRig & RIS B DGP & T & frgaa B at FIfkmr
B BT ARIY TR
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¢ He said the UPSC had finalised the names of certain officers despite strong

objections raised by the State at the Empanelment Committee Meeting.

3I2i Fel [ U aftifa o S5% & ISy gRT P Uil & 9SG UPSC A 39
SftrpTieal & Al @ sifaw =u fear|
o The Tamil Nadu government would take all necessary steps to defend its rights
on the issue, he added.

G@ﬁaﬁrﬁ?aﬁmwsﬂlﬁwmmaﬁv&n%mmﬂ
SIS HEH

How BRICS is challenging SWIFT

The BRICS grouping’s motivation to challenge Western financial dominance is driven by a desire for greater financial sovereignty and reduced exposure to US.

sanctions. However, navigating the maze of individual countries’ ambitions with respect to their own payment systems could dent early progress towards this goal

ECONOMIC NOTES

Biswajit Dhar

or over a decade, the BRICS have
taken a series of steps showing
their increasing determination
to reduce dependence on the
dollar-dominated international financial
system. The Fortaleza Summit in 2014
marked the beginning of this process with
the grouping taking the initiative of setting
up financial institutions to meet not only
their needs but also of other developing
countries. The New Development Bank,
the BRICS’ development bank, and the
Contingent Reserve Arrangement, their
lender of last resort, was the first time
developing countries had established
financial institutions, until then, the
exclusive preserve of advanced countries.
The following year, after the imposition
of Western sanctions on Russia for
deployment of its troops in Crimea, the
BRICS grouping decided to explore the
potential of expanding the use of their
national currencies in inter se
transactions. In 2017, the grouping agreed
to communicate closely to enhance
currency cooperation, including through
currency swap, local currency settlement,
and local currency direct investment. At
the turn of the decade, the grouping
agreed to set up the BRICS Payments Task
Force to develop systems to facilitate
transactions between member countries.
This step seemed to come together at the
Kazan Summit in 2024 wherein BRICS
leaders underscored the importance of
“strengthening of correspondent banking
networks within BRICS and enabling
settlements in local currencies in line with
BRICS Cross-Border Payments Initiative”.

Challenging status quo

The BRICS Cross-Border Payments
Initiative, or BRICS Pay is the most
concrete step that the grouping has taken
to explore the possibility of reducing their
dependence on the “SWIFT network”,
the messaging system used by over 11,000

How BRICS is challenging SWIFT
&4 BRICS, SWIFT &1

S.w

RUSSIA 2

New currency: The plenary session of the 16th BRICS summit, in Kazan, Russia on October 23, 2024. ANl

banks and financial institutions
worldwide for international money
transfers, and which is controlled by the
G-10 central banks. BRICS’ motivation to
challenge Western financial dominance is
driven by a desire for greater financial
sovereignty and reduced exposure to U.S.
sanctions. The decision to include Iran in
the grouping in 2024, a country that has
long faced similar sanctions, lent further
relevance to this objective. However, the
development that attracted most
attention was the symbolic step taken by
the BRICS during the Kazan summit to
unveil a BRICS banknote. This symbolic
move ignited discussions about the intent
of emerging economies to move away
from the dominance of the dollar. This
was especially so since it raised the
hackles of the then President-elect
Donald Trump who threatened to impose

100% tariffs on members of the grouping
if they were to “create a new BRICS
currency, [or] back any other currency to
replace the mighty U.S. Dollar”.

Building BRICS Pay
Amid these developments, the possibility
that holds out maximum promise is
BRICS Pay. This sentiment was reflected
in the grouping’s Rio Summit Declaration
earlier in the year wherein they “agreed
to continue the discussion on the BRICS
Cross-Border Payments Initiative, and
[acknowledged] the progress made by the
BRICS Payment Task Force (BPTF) in
identifying possible pathways to support
the continuation of discussions on the
potential for greater interoperability of
BRICS payment systems”.

Clearly, BRICS is in a good position to
develop a new financial network. Besides

A eI

the strong motivation to bypass the
dollar-dominated system and avoid
Western sanctions, these countries have
the necessary infrastructure to put in
place BRICS Pay. The Russian System for
Transfer of Financial Messages (SPFS), the
Chinese Cross-Border Interbank Payment
System (CIPS), India’s Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) and Brazil’s Pix system are
well-equipped to support the proposed
network. Of course, the interoperability
of these systems is essential for creating a
cohesive BRICS-led payment
infrastructure that can rival SWIFT in
scope and reliability, albeit within a more
limited geographic and political bloc.

A prototype demonstration of BRICS
Pay was unveiled in Moscow in October
2024, marking an important landmark in
the project’s progress. Expectedly, Russia
is most enthusiastic about this project,
but the remaining original BRICS nations
seem to be more circumspect because of
interests in promoting their own
platforms globally. India’s UPI is accepted
in nine countries, but is yet to find
acceptance within BRICS. China’s
increasing clout in the international
financial system and the prominence its
currency (the RMB) has received after it
was included in the basket of currencies
making up the Special Drawing Right has
increased the acceptance of CIPS, which
currently has participants in more than
120 countries, including all BRICS
members with the exception of India.
Brazil’s Pix system, introduced in 2020
and operated by the country’s central
bank, is used across several Latin
American countries. While navigating
through the maze of ambitions of

individual countries to promote their own

payment systems could dent the progress
towards an early realisation of BRICS Pay,
Mr. Trump’s aggressive intent,
particularly against members of the

grouping, could force them into a political

understanding towards launching their
payment system, sooner than expected.

Biswajit Dhar is a trade economist and
former professor, Jawaharlal Nehru
University.

THE GIST

v

In 2017, the grouping agreed to
communicate closely to
enhance currency cooperation,
including through currency
swap, local currency
settlement, and local currency
direct investment.

v

The BRICS Cross-Border
Payments Initiative, or BRICS
Pay is the most concrete step
that the grouping has taken to
explore the possibility of
reducing their dependence on
the “SWIFT network”, the
messaging system used by over
11,000 banks and financial
institutions worldwide for
international money transfers.

v

A prototype demonstration of
BRICS Pay was unveiled in
Moscow in October 2024,
marking an important
landmark in the project’s
progress.

e For over a decade, the BRICS have taken a series of steps showing their increasing
determination to reduce dependence on the dollar-dominated international financial

system.

T® X A 3w 9y |, faT (BRICS) 7 STeR-UYU

SfeRTPrg fasiia gomeft w Afikar
HH B P 3T dgd P B g a1l B3 HeH IW G|

e The Fortaleza Summit (2014) marked the beginning of this process with the grouping taking
the initiative of setting up financial institutions to meet not only their needs but also those
of other developing countries.
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2014 & PiefawT RRaR Ta = 39 Ufithar & J[e3ITd &I, 39 993 - faxiag gwir= &t
WW?%WﬁWWMﬁWWWWﬁWﬁﬁﬁW
S T |

e The New Development Bank (NDB) and the Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA) —
BRICS’ own financial institutions — represented the first time developing countries had
created such mechanisms, which were previously the exclusive preserve of advanced
nations.

g STAUHE 9% (NDB) 3R Pifcsie Rerd 3RwTHe (CRA) — faag & 3o faciy T —
Ig Ugdl aER U1 o famTa=ita ¢m - U9 o3 §HIU Sl 39 d& dhad fasiia 4=1 & fFra=or
D]

o In 2015, after Western sanctions on Russia for its Crimea troop deployment, BRICS
decided to explore the potential of using national currencies in inter se transactions.

2015 ®, P § el ot a1l R F9 W ufnd ufadal & e, foea a9g 3 smusi
AT # P HaT3i & ITANT &Y TGS BT Uel q7 b1 (o feram|

e |n 2017, the grouping agreed to enhance currency cooperation through currency swaps,
local currency settlements, and direct investments in local currencies.
2017 ®, W 7 G&1 JgaNT 9¢11 W Ygdfd uad &1, forad gg1 faf e (currency swap),
RITI ga1 § Ae, SR T gt A ucaed fa=r anfia am

e At the turn of the decade, BRICS decided to set up the BRICS Payments Task Force to
develop systems to facilitate cross-border transactions among member countries.

P F We W, [T 3 W I & 19 WAT-UR A7 & W 991 & o fieq tdew
TP B o -9 61 Aoy e

e This effort culminated at the Kazan Summit (2024) where BRICS leaders emphasized
“strengthening correspondent banking networks” and enabling settlements in local
currencies under the BRICS Cross-Border Payments Initiative.

Tg TN 2024 & ST RIRER T T 99 TR U1, TG o A1l = “Te =M & ad
AT Aead B aegg HRA” SR R garei A e em $31 W ok e, o fae
wiv-areY UHey R &1 few ol

Challenging Status Quo
farfta et o1 A &

e The BRICS Cross-Border Payments Initiative or BRICS Pay is the most concrete step
taken to reduce dependence on the SWIFT network, a system used by over 11,000 banks
and financial institutions globally and controlled by G-10 central banks.

oo wia-aisY WHed gHRkmefed a1 fyea o (BRICS Pay) SWIFT Aead R fiRkear ger
& forg IoTan T HEd 3 Fed ©, o W 7 11,000 | 3 dot 3R faxitg dwu=
SRT YA o STl § SR o TR G-10 H §i BT f=rion 3
e SWIFT stands for Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication.
e Itis a global messaging network used by banks and financial institutions to securely
exchange information and instructions about financial transactions.

¢ BRICS' motivation is to challenge Western financial dominance, seeking greater
financial sovereignty and reduced exposure to U.S. sanctions.

o o1 3e =z vl farfta wyw@ & gt 31 8, afes 3= eiftres fafta Twryar oik
ARkt ufade & ou sifew i 9|

e The inclusion of Iran in 2024, a country long facing sanctions, reinforced this goal.
2024 § I P T forar ST, S e T | ufdst o7 I R QTR 1 59 3= B
3R werga fpari

o The symbolic unveiling of a BRICS banknote during the Kazan Summit (2024) attracted
global attention, as it signified intent to move away from dollar dominance.
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2024 & HU RRER I B fyRT dp-te BT TditbTas 1R = affe @ srafia
e, Fifd 397 STeR TY@ A g T & RIS FT Adhd faan

The move provoked Donald Trump, the then U.S. President-elect, who threatened to
impose 100% tariffs on BRICS members if they created a new BRICS currency or
supported any alternative to the U.S. dollar.

39 hed A depTei ket Agufa-Fatia SiHTes g @ wifta o faar, g Iama
ﬁ%uﬁ@w%ﬂ%ﬁwgﬂm%maﬁﬁaﬁm%ﬁwﬁﬁwmmﬁqmﬁ%
a3 100% ¢RE T |

Building BRICS Pay
BRICS O &1

Amid these developments, the possibility that holds out maximum promise is BRICS Pay.
S ool & o9, Iad 3ifd FUIGTST are fddbed BRICS T 5

This sentiment was reflected in the grouping’s Rio Summit Declaration earlier in the year
wherein they “agreed to continue the discussion on the BRICS Cross-Border Payments
Initiative, and [acknowledged] the progress made by the BRICS Payment Task Force
(BPTF) in identifying possible pathways to support the continuation of discussions on the
potential for greater interoperability of BRICS payment systems”.

g U ¥ &) e § wE 9 ) Rraw wwa gon 8 ufiad g8, e 39
“BRICS id-ais¥ GHey 3fRefed w 7af oIRt W 3R BRICS 96T TR W (BPTF)
ERTBRICS [T TNt 3 ot SexaifoRfafRit &t TuiamTsl R == & forg Svifda ot
&I UgE | & T WIfd DI WibR fhar)”

Clearly, BRICS is in a good position to develop a new financial network.

WY ¥U ¥, BRICS U& T faxig Acad ! fAwiia o4 ot ol fRUfa A g1

Besides the strong motivation to bypass the dollar-dominated system and avoid Western

sanctlons these countries have the necessary infrastructure to put in place BRICS Pay.
STER - YU &) RIPIR R 91K YFRY waraie) 9 o 3 TRUM & S{aTdT, 39

I & U BRICS U T R o foly 31adeh ST (infrastructure) 4 g1

The Russian System for Transfer of Financial Messages (SPFS), the Chinese Cross-

Border Interbank Payment System (CIPS), India’s Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and

Brazil’s Pix system are well-equipped to support the proposed network.

T P THUITHTH (SPFS) urett, HH B hIa-a18 sevdd UAe RITEH (CIPS), YRd &
gfwIgs HeH et d (UPI) aﬁ?mvﬁaaﬂﬁaﬂ(mx)wreﬁsvmﬁaﬁeaa%aﬁwﬁ
A wem gl

Of course, the interoperability of these systems is essential for creating a cohesive BRICS-
led payment infrastructure that can rival SWIFT in scope and reliability, albeit within a more
limited geographic and political bloc.

ffYd =9 9, 37 yonferdt Bt geRTRfAft Th THhipd BRICS-ATE aTd YA &id &
o 3 1T iawa 2, S SWIFT 3 R 3R gt & qepredt o T, i € ag St
Yrferds SR Ieifaes &= & &t = gl

A prototype demonstration of BRICS Pay was unveiled in Moscow in October 2024,
marking an important landmark in the project’s progress.

LS 2024 H ARSI H BRICS T &7 WeleTsy wexiA fhar i, o aRkaiemT &t uafa &
s Hedqul Hid &1 U_R e faan

Expectedly, Russia is most enthusiastic about this project, but the remaining original BRICS
nations seem to be more circumspect because of interests in promoting their own platforms
globally.

WYTA® = ¥, T 59 URISHT B! AR Jad 31fi% IIfed &, dfd A% Jd BRICS 3

&mﬁgﬁu?@ﬁﬁaﬁ%wwméﬁﬁﬁwﬁ%w% (circumspect)
Ui gId B
India’s UPI is accepted in nine countries, but is yet to find acceptance within BRICS.
%Frrgaéaﬁ UPI ) =it 32 & WBR a1 7T 2, bt 39 3 9 BRICS & ek Wigpfy et

I
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China’s increasing clout in the international financial system and the prominence its
currency (the RMB) has received after it was included in the Special Drawing Right (SDR)
basket has increased the acceptance of CIPS, which currently has participants in more than
120 countries, including all BRICS members except India.

ﬁ?ﬁuwn?ﬁﬁiﬂqmmumsﬁ?wﬁaw(ms)ﬁm g
(SDR) & Tz A1 & wfdet i oM & 1e; foreft vogaan 3 cIps ar»"rla"rd—oracmaaa"r% S
aeﬁqﬁ%ﬁ 1zoﬁaﬂ$éﬁﬁﬁ3uﬁﬂaﬁmtzﬂ% fOreH YIRd & Brg®x Al BRICS We™
A B
Brazil’s Pix system, introduced in 2020 and operated by the country’s central bank, is used
across several Latin American countries.

Froiie P e yumelt, S 2020 7 IR= a1 T 3R W & HENT P gRT Jferd foban S
8, @3 dfes smfva =i & Sugiy &t ol ]

While navigating through the maze of ambitions of individual countries to promote their own
payment systems could dent the progress towards an early realisation of BRICS Pay, Mr.
Trump’s aggressive intent, particularly against members of the grouping, could force them
into a political understanding towards launching their payment system sooner than
expected.

BT, S(UR-3{0= YA FUMTerd! 1 SGIaT o o fGaiTd o=l &1 HgaTBIaa Bt Yayear

 ToRAT BRlCS&%QﬂHWﬁ%mﬁmaﬁ%ﬁmww% GIEEE K|
STHTHS |, [INY FU 9 THg & Yexl & RGdTn, 3¢ SU&l I Uga U= YT Yurel ol
& TR & (AU TH IAeTiod T B 3R TR B Gl ¢

What is the TLP challenge for
the Pakistan government?

How did the Tehreek-i-Labbaik emerge? Why has the Pakistan government banned the party?

Brighty Ann Sarah
Preetha. R

The story so far:

n October 23, for the second
0 time in five years, Pakistan has

proscribed the

Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan

(TLP), a political party, supported by the
Barelvis in the Punjab province.

‘Who are the TLP?

The TLP is a far-right Islamist party
founded in 2017 by Bareli cleric Khadim
Hussain Rizvi, drawing support from
Pakistan’s Sunni Barelvi community. The
party started by organising around the
conviction of Mumtaz Qadri. Qadri had
assassinated Punjab governor Salman
Taseer over opposing blasphemy laws.
Qadri’s supporters, mostly Barelvis,
hailed him as a martyr for defending
Islam. The TLP gained prominence
demanding his release and leading

protests after his execution. The party
rose with its hardline defence of
blasphemy laws, demand for Sharia-based
governance, and opposition to Western
influence and minority rights.

In the 2018 elections, the TLP won 2.2
million votes, becoming the fifth-largest
party. Later that year, it led nationwide
protests against Asia Bibi’s (who was
arrested on blasphemy charges) acquittal,
challenging the verdict and reinforcing its
image as a staunch defender of religious
causes. In 2020, the TLP led large-scale
protests against France over blasphemous
caricatures and secured a government
deal to expel the French ambassador and
boycott French products.

How did the TLP rise to fame?

The TLP’s rhetoric on populist issues has
centred on blasphemy. Following Mumtaz
Qadri’s execution, the party mobilised
around widespread outrage caused by the
execution. Leveraging mosque networks,

social media outreach, and street
mobilisation, it rapidly consolidated
support among Punjab’s Barelvi
populace, and urban, middle and
lower-middle classes in Sindh. Financial
backing from Barelvi businessmen and
clerics strengthened its organisational
capacity. Even though there were efforts
earlier as well to politically mobilise
Barelvi support, the TLP focussed its
mobilisation on emotionally charged
issues like blasphemy. This approach
resonated strongly among lower-and
middle-income Barelvi mosque-goers
especially in Punjab, enabling the group
to achieve wider grassroots appeal and
durable mass mobilisation. Thus, TLP
transformed into a dominant
politico-religious force capable of
pressuring governments.

One of the TLP’s greatest strengths lies
in grassroot organisation and the ability to
sustain large, disruptive protests that
paralyse urban centres, pressure state

institutions, and amplify its religious
agenda. The party’s ability to sustain
protests for prolonged periods stems from
its dedicated cadre, financial support
from followers, and exploitation of public
sentiment on sensitive religious issues.
TLP’s street power thus remains a
persistent challenge to curbing their
impact, compelling state negotiations
while amplifying religious extremism.
Moreover, the government’s position
on the TLP has never been consistent; it
has swung between coercion, including
arrests and bans, and compromise
through policy concessions and lifting
restrictions. Neither approach has
sustainably weakened the TLP — coercion
often escalates violence, while
compromise signals state vulnerability.

What next?

For Pakistan, a ban may provide
immediate containment but is unlikely to
yield long-term results. Sustained
enforcement and political commitment
are critical to prevent cycles of unrest.
Given the TLP’s popular and electoral
support, an outright ban risks alienating
constituents and complicating
monitoring. A calibrated, law-based
approach rather than reactive
suppression is thus necessary.

Brighty Ann Sarah and Preetha. R are
post graduate students at Stella Maris
College, Chennai, and interned at NIAS,
Bengaluru.

What is the TLP challenge for the Pakistan government?

I TRPR & 1T TLP #1 gHId!

T 8?

Pakistan bans Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP)

P A dgdie-u-asd® Ui (TLP) WR Ufday s

THE GIST

v

The TLP is a far-right Islamist
party founded in 2017 by Bareli
cleric Khadim Hussain Rizvi,
drawing support from
Pakistan’s Sunni Barelvi
community.

-

One of the TLP’s greatest
strengths lies in grassroot
organisation and the ability to
sustain large, disruptive
protests that paralyse urban
centres, pressure state
institutions, and amplify its
religious agenda

v

For Pakistan, a ban may
provide immediate
containment but is unlikely to
yield long-term results.

e On October 23, for the second time in five years, Pakistan proscribed the Tehreek-i-
Labbaik Pakistan (TLP), a political party supported by the Barelvis in the Punjab province.

23 JFER DI, Uig a8 |
Ioifde e dgdie-u-

TR, UIfhE = USITd Uid & s¥afaal
UTfpedr (TLP) &I ufasfea foan

FRESEIR ]

G
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Who is the TLP?
TLP &I

e The TLP is a far-right Islamist party founded in 2017 by Barelvi cleric Khadim Hussain
Rizvi, drawing support from Pakistan’s Sunni Barelvi community.

TLP U& Jif-cfurislt gy urdf 2, fore! RIMAT 2017 & Radt dadt @iy ga=
frerdt A Y oft, S T &) o et aqeE 3 g9 U A R

e The party started by organising around the conviction of Mumtaz Qadri, who had
assassinated Punjab Governor Salman Taseer for opposmlg blasphemy laws.

Tt 1 3T GrdreT i o1 ol & 3¢-1< g3, forem BT BT ORI PRA W
USITE & Ta=R HH ariR @t el 3 & 2|

e Qadri’s supporters, mostly Barelvis, hailed him as a martyr for defending Islam.
HIed! & TS, TEI: avadl, I ST & I&P & ©U 3 Weig I Y|

e The TLP gained prominence by demanding his release and leading protests after his
execution, rising with its hardline defence of blasphemy laws, demand for Sharia-based
governance, and opposition to Western influence and minority rights.

TLP 3 30! Bkl & aic 3! RETs &1 AT 3R faRiy uexf-y & meon 9 uffg ura &,
3R 78 yHHer ST & HSR Fua, Tiar smurie =T &1 9w, 71 ufind gurg oiv
IJEEI® HUPRI & fARAY & HRT il F FUA |

e |In the 2018 elections, the TLP won 2.2 million votes, becoming the fifth-largest party.
2018 & gATGI §, TLP 7 22 @G dle Sitq, o™t I8 uiadl e a8t urdf 1 15|

o Later that year, it led nationwide protests against Asia Bibi’s acquittal (arrested on
blasphemy charges), challenging the verdict and reinforcing its image as a staunch
defender of religious causes.

I Y a1 #, 397 wikmn S Rerg (SR effiar & oRiu # fruar forar man any &
gawmﬁﬁﬁam, ot st enfife ggl ot Hg3 e® & T 8 Bfd 3R Tolgg
I

e |n 2020, the TLP led large-scale protests against France over blasphemous caricatures,
securing a government deal to expel the French ambassador and boycott French
products.

2020 ¥, TLP 3 Wid & fars efHiar S1d-1 ! dax a8 90 R faRiy wezf fou o
WHR AR ol B FIpTiRId $7 71 BRI TS} BT SREBR ) bl Tl
HAT

How did the TLP rise to fame?

TLP URifS 9 & ugdi?

e The TLP’s rhetoric has centred on blasphemy, mobilising public outrage after Mumtaz
Qadri’s execution.
TLP &1 Ieritae faml erffeiegr R &fgd g1, o gaars s1ed 3t Wikt & 1e S+ a1 &
TR S W13 b

¢ Using mosque networks, social media, and street mobilisation, it consolidated support
among Punjab’s Barelvi populace and urban, middle, and lower-middle classes in
Sindh.

O Ui Acad, Wera MEar 3k e sfigiaHl &7 IUT HRd §U Uolg & avad! arn
3R Riy & g, weaw iR fF-weay 9ot § ImfF gogd foan
e Financial backlng from Barelvi businessmen and clerics strengthened its organisation.
3 firel facita T A 39 W6 &) Aoigd fasar|
e Focusing on emotionally charged issues like blasphemy, the party gained grassroots
appeal and became a dominant politico-religious force.

R UTTATHS gl TR H Hisd B 9 UIEf A TR W i d g1iid &t 3iR T
T nfife-Rrerifas e s TS|
o |ts strength lies in the ability to sustain large, disruptive protests, paralyse urban centres,
and pressure the state.
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The TLP’s dedicated cadre, financial support, and exploitation of religious sentiment
enable it to sustain long-term mobilisations.

TLP & gufta srfedl, faxfta wgai, ok urfife yramnsii & g = 53 dd 9 d&
Sffeie IRt X & T&W ST 6 |
Its street power remains a persistent challenge, compelling state negotiations while
amplifying religious extremism.

P! HS P NfRT U TTAR gl §1 §3 &, S ST D) aral & 1T AoTqR Hel 8 3R
Ui Hgwar o1 gerdt 8|

Government response and future

®IE

The government’s position has swung between coercion and compromise — including
arrests, bans, and policy concessions.

WHR Bt U gaT 3R Tusha & g Yo @ 8 — forad Rrwafat, ufaey ok Hfama
frarad =@ g

Neither approach has sustainably weakened the TLP; coercion often escalates violence,
while compromise signals state weakness.

FIs W BT TLP &1 Wt U ¥ HHGIR el B UR; S0 R fEar sgrar 8, siafe
U1 T B HHS aTaT B

For Pakistan, a ban may offer temporary control but not long-term stability.

grfered & fore, ufdeyr SrRumfY forgaror ot ¢ Tohdn §, dfd Srdeprfere fRRer =l

Sustained enforcement and political commitment are essential to prevent cycles of
unrest.

TRITAR Yaqa- IR ISTIa® Ulerasdl SIRifd & Thl i A & Y ST 3 |

Given TLP’s popular and electoral base, an outright ban risks alienating its constituents
and complicating monitoring.

TLP & & 3R AT} YR &1 ¢ g¢, Alem ufaae s9% Trddl &) g H2 Gdhar g iR
R @) sifew s AwaT 81

A calibrated, law-based approach rather than reactive suppression is thus necessary.

sqfo, ufafsparer® g & 9o Us wgfed, S raTfed ¥l siawas ¢ |
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A nationwide SIR: the need to check
double entries in the electoral list

With the credibility of India’s electoral processes at stake, the success of the nationwide Special Intensive Revision relies on leveraging technology

and administrative efficiency to eliminate duplicate entries and ensure that every vote counts

Rajeev Kumar

fter the completion of the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
exercise in Bihar, which faced
sharp criticisms from political
parties and eventually the Supreme
Court, the Election Commission of India
(EC) has now announced a nationwide
SIR, referred to herein as SIR 2.0. This
exercise has been purported to be a
paperless, people-friendly, and
procedurally robust undertaking.

‘With nearly one billion voter entries, a
digital approach is not only inevitable but
essential. The electoral roll is no longer a
static, State-wise record; it is a dynamic
national database whose precision defines
the integrity of India’s elections. Yet,
despite judicial caution, one persistent
issue remains unresolved — the double or
multiple listing of a single voter.

This problem, affecting countless
citizens who shift residences, is not about
fraud but rather procedural lapses that
erode confidence in the system. A recent
case involving a voter (Prashant Kishor),
whose name appears in both the Bihar
and West Bengal rolls, illustrates the flaw.
While the SIR in West Bengal is yet to
begin, such duplication defeats the core
purpose of the Bihar exercise — ensuring
that no voter listed in Bihar remains
enrolled elsewhere. It questions the
credibility of the SIR process and
undermines trust in the voter database.

Governing duplicate entries

Under the Representation of the People
(RP) Act, 1950, duplicate entries
technically constitute a violation, though
such lapses are rarely intentional. Many
law-abiding citizens, simply by shifting
residence, unintentionally find
themselves in breach of the Act through
no fault of their own. This underscores
the urgent need for a systematic,
technology-driven correction mechanism
within the EC’s digital framework to make
SIR 2.0 robust, reliable, and error-free.

The RP Act, 1950, defines the
framework for maintaining integrity of
electoral rolls and preventing duplication.
Under Section 22(b) of the Act, if a voter
changes residence within the same
constituency, the Electoral Registration
Officer (ERO) should transpose the entry
to the appropriate part of the roll. When a
voter moves to another constituency,
Section 23(2) governs inclusion in the new
roll. It mandates that the ERO, if satisfied
that the applicant is entitled to be
registered, shall direct inclusion of the
applicant’s name in the new roll. The
section further requires that if the
applicant is already registered in the roll
of another constituency, the concerned
ERO must inform the officer of that
constituency, who shall then strike off the
applicant’s name from that roll.

To ensure the uniqueness of every
voter’s registration, Sections 17 and 18
explicitly prohibit multiple registrations —
no person may be listed in more than one
constituency, or more than once in the
same constituency. Violations constitute
an offence under electoral law.
Duplication often occurs when a voter’s
name is added at a new place of residence
but not simultaneously deleted from the
previous one.

In essence, the Act places the primary
responsibility on the EROs to ensure that
transposition, inclusion, and deletion are
carried out accurately, promptly, and
simultaneously. This process is crucial in
preventing duplicate registration and
ensuring the credibility, transparency,
and integrity of the national electoral
database.

The EC has consolidated the above
provisions related to change of residence
and correction of voter details in Form 8,
used for transposition or correction of
entries. A change of address request may
fall under four categories: (I) No change in
constituency or polling station, (I) No
change in constituency but a change in
polling station, (III) Change in
constituency within the same State, and

(IV) Change in both constituency and
State. The most frequent cause of double
entries arises in Type IV cases, where a
voter relocates to another State. The new
entry may either retain the same EPIC
(Electors Photo Identity Card) number or
generate a new one. For instance, Bihar
voter (Prashant Kishor)’s double entry
involves different EPICs, whereas the
author has encountered several cases
where both entries shared the same EPIC.

In such situations, accountability for
failing to delete the old entry lies squarely
with the concerned EROs, whose prompt
coordination was essential to prevent
duplication in the national electoral roll.
Another source of duplication arises
when a voter uses Form 6 —meant for
new inclusion without declaring the
existence of a registration elsewhere. A
false declaration constitutes a legal
violation, with accountability shared by
both the voter and the officials
responsible for verification.

Decoding the procedure

The backbone of India’s electoral roll is
ECINet — a fully digital, nationwide
system managed by the Centre for
Development of Advanced Computing
(C-DAC), Pune. With records of nearly one
billion voters, ECINet ranks among the
world’s largest dynamic databases. Each
voter is identified by a unique EPIC
number, ensuring a single verifiable entry
per individual. ECINet can detect
duplicates, flag inconsistencies, and
facilitate corrections through authorised
verification. It should also be extended to
incorporate a voter’s update history for
complete traceability.

The EC and C-DAC deserve credit for
developing robust search and verification
APIs that enable efficient detection of
duplicates. Ideally, any double entry
should automatically trigger an alert for
review and deletion upon verification.
With such tools available, there is little
justification for the persistence of
duplicate records. Whether SIR is

paper-based or paperless, the real
challenge lies in database accuracy and
administrative responsiveness. In a digital
framework, detection and deletion should
be instantaneous.

Ultimately, most cases of duplicate
entries stem from the failure to delete
older records, whether linked to the same
or different EPIC number. This recurring
problem reflects not a technological
shortcoming but an administrative lapse —
a failure of timely coordination and
accountability within the electoral
machinery.

The way forward

SIR 2.0 must not degenerate into another
bureaucratic ritual. India cannot afford
another exercise mired in procedural
inertia. The gaps are administrative, not
technological. ECINet already holds the
potential and should be further enhanced
through seamless integration with
Aadhaar, the only credible pan-India
database for independent verification.

Before SIR 2.0 begins, electoral data
must be cleaned, duplicates flagged, and
deleted. With proper use of technology,
this can become a trust revolution — one
where transparency, verification, and
integrity are built into the system. The
focus must shift decisively to software-led
validation, digital audit trails, and
real-time corrections. The ECINet should
function as a reliable public utility —
intuitive, glitch-free, and responsive. A
real-time dispute resolution mechanism is
needed to replace long queues and
unanswered complaints.

With a transparent, self-correcting
feedback system in place, future SIRs will
be unnecessary and electoral rolls will
stay perpetually accurate, updated, and
verifiable. Only then can India move from
‘verification by ritual’ to ‘verification by
design’.

Rajeev Kumar is a former professor of
computer science at IT Kharagpur, IIT
Kanpur, BITS Pilani, and JNU, and a
former scientist at DRDO and DST.

A nationwide SIR: the need to check double entries in the electoral list

At siR: frafa g 7 et ufafdal ot wifa ot smawged

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) 2.0 in India

YR | faR9 151 G401 (SIR) 2.0

e After the completion of the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) exercise in Bihar, which faced sharp criticisms
from political parties and eventually the Supreme Court,
the Election Commission of India (EC) has now
announced a nationwide SIR, referred to herein as SIR

ﬁenﬁﬁﬁqﬂ?qgﬂﬁw(sm)méﬂmaﬁasm 2 e ifae widal ok sida:
A FIE J HS) e B, URa Frafes smanT (Ec) 7 3@ ¢xraardt SIR, S 78t SIR
2.0 HET 7T 8, B G Bl B
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This exercise is purported to be paperless people-friendly, and procedurally robust.

Tg 3T BT TR R BRI ed, AT & IHd 3R UfhaTeTs FU | Helgd o1 H1 &l
RG]

With nearly one billion voter entries, a digital approach is not only inevitable but
essential.

AT T faferas waerar wfafdat & T, feforea et 7 Haa sifvard ¢ sfew smazas
i

The electoral roll is now a dynamic national database whose precision defines the
integrity of India’s elections.

ATA! At 379 o Tfasita AP Serad 7, forie! wéidpdr WRd & FATa) 31 HAfgT 7
RG]

Despite judicial caution, one persistent issue remains unresolved — the double or multiple
listing of a single voter.

ATRIS Jadbdl & Sa9g, TH TR TeT YA € — Udb Hdgrdl T Sad a1 b3 IR
e g

This problem affects citizens who shift residences, and is due to procedural lapses, not
fraud.

g U 39 ANTRSD! Bl YU Bt 8 ST =T e ®IH g6 €, 3iR I8 tharys) T8
P URFUTAI® AURATS! & SR S ]

A recent case involves voter Prashant Kishor, whose name appears in both Bihar and West
Bengal rolls, illustrating the flaw.

B1eT &1 H U AQ § Haerar w=iid fp=iR wnfiret €, frer 9 fagr ok ufém sma &t =t
ST A s 3ar 8, S 39 QW &l gufar B

While the SIR in West Bengal is yet to begin, such duplication defeats the core purpose
of the Bihar exercise.

SIaf> gf3H ame | SIR 3l [F ST gofl &, T gievTa areht wiafval fogR snarg & gt
Ie¥G B A A B
It questions the credibility of the SIR process and undermines trust in the voter database.

I8 SIR UfthdT &1 WRT UR HaTd ITdT @ iR Adedl Screy | fayTH & HSIR $dT 2|

Governing Duplicate Entries

CIR'CLE

Under the Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1950, duplicate entries technically
constitute a violation, though rarely intentional.

Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1950 & dgd, gﬁ% ufafpar ae-ie! = I
ST I ST B, §Tetifs I8 G € et S giaT g |
Citizens who shift residence may unintentionally breach the Act.

St AR g faTd I gged 8, 3 rpwTd fUFIH $1 Iewud &R Hahd 2|

This underscores the urgent need for a systematic, technology-driven correction
mechanism within EC’s digital framework to make SIR 2.0 robust, reliable, and error-
free.

I8 EC & f3fored gid & U Gfed, adp-ia-wared JUR YUIMe & aabId Taadhdl o
RGifhd HaT 8, o SIR 2.0 HAolgd, WIS MR Ffe-gad 71|

RP Act, 1950 defines the framework for maintaining integrity of electoral rolls and
preventing duplication.

RP A%:t 1950 TATA! A B TSI FTT T+ 3R FRrH= AwA o7 oran Aufka
PRAT7I

Section 22(b): If a voter changes residence within the same constituency, the Electoral
Registration Officer (ERO) should transpose the entry.

Section 22(b): T P13 Aderal TP &l fafe= &7 & War Fa wF seaarg, @
Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) P! ufafy RIMaRor a1 A8y

Section 23(2): For a change in constituency, the ERO must ensure the applicant’s name
is included in the new roll and deleted from the old roll.
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Section 23(2): fafa &3 g@A W, ERO &I I8 YAfd 1 A1feT fs 3rdges &1 -TH =18
T A =i 8 ofR R 3t 9 gert faun e

e Sections 17 and 18 explicitly prohibit multiple registrations — a person may not be listed in
more than one constituency, or more than once in the same constituency.

Sections 17 3fIX 18 WY FU Y 5 GolIBUN BI Adhd § — [l Afad o1 T A AP
frate= &= a1 ue & frafe= & o v 9 siftre IR e 761 fovan o wean|

e Duplication often occurs when a voter's name is added at a new residence but not deleted
from the previous one.
STRTP T SRR dd gidT 8 od fhdl Aaerdr &7 919 - e W= W sits far s 8, afeA
frod I & =18 gerar o

e Primary responsibility lies with EROs to ensure transposition, inclusion, and deletion are
accurate, prompt, and simultaneous.
T et EROs WR 81 8 b RITiaRoT, e -1 3R 81 e, JHY IR 3R U
1Y foar |

o EC has consolidated provisions for change of residence and correction of voter details in
Form 8, used for transposition or correction.

EC A Form 8 ¥ fame R 9ga= 3R Aagrdr faavor GuR= & Way™i & Uhigd [l g,
oI ITTNT RITTEROT a1 YUR & g fba S 21

e Change of address requests fall under four categories:

www.patrioticias.in

Ud e F SRIY IR A0 H e &
o Typel:No change in constltue.ncy-or polling static_m
ToR I: fFrafas &= a1 gag 9% ® oI5 9gard 781

o Type ll: No change in constituency but change in polling station

UER II: fHafae &= d &5 gqara g1 dfe AagH s ded T[T
o Type lll: Change in constituency within the same State
TR lIl: TP Bt I & W Fafa= & | agara
o TypelV: Change in both constltuency and State
PR Iv: fafa &7 iR wsa il A sqaa
¢ Most frequent cause of double entries arises in Type IV cases, where a voter relocates to
another State.

S99 TPl &1 Had 31 SR USRIV HAH! J i1 &, T61 Aaardl foeat 3 Isa o
RYHIARd g 7

¢ New entry may retain the same EPIC number or generate a new one.
T3 Ufaf¥ T gt EPIC HaR 3@ il § I7 74T HaR Id IR il |

o Example: Bihar voter Prashant Kishor’s double entry involves different EPICs; some cases
share the same EPIC.

IETERUT: faBR & Hoaldl y=iid fh=iR @ s9a ufaf® & fafia EPICs =N §; $© A o

U g EPIC 731 b T g1
e Accountability for failing to delete old entries lies with the EROs, whose coordination is
essential.

R AP 7 geM & fomieR) Yafid EROs W 8, foFdT av-ad ma<a® g |

e Another source of duplication arises when a voter uses Form 6 for new inclusion without
declaring existing registration.

SRAch R b1 Ueh 3R HId Id S §Idll § W6l HeIaldl Form 6 T SUTNT 78 WM PR B
fore et § ofR witerar weftevor Siftd e ol

o A false declaration constitutes a legal violation, with accountability shared by voters and
officials responsible for verification.

ST NN BT Seaa= A ol 8, forges! SeRY Wagrar 8k = & fig
ﬁlﬁzﬂ?sﬁmﬁu’raﬁwma‘cﬁ%l

Decoding the Procedure
Cal

e The backbone of India’s electoral roll is ECINet — a fully digital, nationwide system
managed by the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), Pune.
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YR &1 AT Gt &1 §¢ ECINet § — T T R ¥ f3fred, <xraardt gomedt 5% centre for
Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), Tﬂ FREREINCAERISIGIE)

e With records of nearly one billion voters, ECINet ranks among the world’s largest dynamic
databases.
@Y U faferast wagrar Reigw & 91, ECINet g1 & Tad a8 Tfasfia Seraw o
M B

o Each voteris identified by a unique EPIC number, ensuring a single verifiable entry per
individual.

YA Aderd &1 g EPIC HaR gRT UgdMI ST 7, S Udid fdd & oY Tohd AeaTa=1g
wfafy gRfyd sarg

o ECINet can detect duplicates, flag inconsistencies, and facilitate corrections through
authorised verification.

ECINet §RIhe T UdT @ THhdl 8, 3RiTTadl &I fRIfed w3 a@ar 8, ik wiitipd
AATY & A YU 3 G UM B 2|

e It should also be extended to incorporate a voter's update history for complete traceability.
Y U Al P 3USE Siag™ A B & fog ot Sgrar ST =nfee drfes
BIEIECIIRCA

e The EC and C-DAC deserve credit for developing robust search and verification APls that
enable efficient detection of duplicates.
EC 3R C-DAC %! Toigd W 3R AT APIs AswRid o & forg 49 o sman g, <
e @1 THId Uga &1 qed ST ¢ |

¢ Ideally, any double entry should automatically trigger an alert for review and deletion upon
verification.
31exf =0 ¥, forddt ot saa ufafd &1 I wR weften 3R gem & forg wranfea srad iR
&A1 MR

o With such tools available, there is little justification for the persistence of duplicate records.
TY ISR JUAK B o Sdole, GIRTbE RPIgd & o+ Y61 B DS o1 T ]I

o Whether SIR is paper-based or paperless, the real challenge lies in database accuracy
and administrative responsiveness.

TR SIR BT STUTRE IT I IR &, 3Tch T Serad Pt Hldbdr 3R y=maf—e
ufafrarfiaar 4 8

¢ In a digital framework, detection and deletion should be instantaneous.
feforea @i & var &= iR gt dehrd g1 TTfeT |

o Ultimately, most cases of duplicate entries stem from the failure to delete older records,
whether linked to the same or different EPIC number.

3ide:, b gferee ufafddl & Amd W ufafda) i gem A fAwadar & R SR €,
a@éwmmemcw@rq@sﬁl

e This recurring problem reflects not a technological shortcoming but an administrative
lapse — a failure of timely coordination and accountability within the electoral machinery.

Ig IR-GR 3T alcl GHW] ab-Idt B To] Sieh URMEAS P B G § — ! Jomel
H g IR G-y 3R Waraes! & fawad|

The Way Forward
3T BT IRl

e SIR 2.0 must not degenerate into another bureaucratic ritual.
SIR 2.0 &I {3l 3= IeTufAa T & uRafid =81 g1 anfe Ul
¢ India cannot afford another exercise mired in procedural inertia.
YR Bt 37 31aM & UfshaTeH® S dl | Hdl g] g
e The gaps are administrative, not technological.
SR TR §, ap-ita 88|
o ECINet already holds the potential and should be further enhanced through seamless
integration with Aadhaar, the only credible pan-India database for independent verification.

ECINet 7 U3Q 9 € GUTGHT 2 3R 39 Wdd T ¥ T Toar Rya-ig a--gfean
<199, Aadhaar, & I1Y G THIHRUT & ATH T 3R IgR a1 ST 91|
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Before SIR 2.0 begins, electoral data must be cleaned, duplicates flagged, and deleted.
SIR 2.0 = B ¥ Ugd, TG ST ! A1, giwrde fafed oiv geran s Tyl
With proper use of technology, this can become a trust revolution — where transparency,
verification, and integrity are built into the system.
Thib P cfmﬂn%wa I8 U fayre wif o9 Sl § — Sig! URGRId1, ¥ 3R
Sr@sdr wrrvﬁﬁ Sfaffed gl
The focus must shift decisively to software-led validation, digital audit trails, and real-time
corrections.
& & Fufae U J Airedar-genfed g, e sifse 3w ik Raa-ergy gury
DI 3R RFART B AT
ECINet should function as a reliable public utility — intuitive, glitch-free, and responsive.
ECINet & U& fasr-ita wrdwife Suaifirar & wu & sif a1 91fde — Wew, Ffe-gaa oik
ufafsarsie|
A real-time dispute resolution mechanism is needed to replace long queues and
unanswered complalnts
wdt Harl 3R rgaiva Rremadl @1 oig - & fou Sae-ersy faare waras oF o
ARGl ¢ |
With a transparent, self-correcting feedback system, future SIRs will be unnecessary and
electoral rolls will stay perpetually accurate, updated, and verifiable.

T URexT, Wgﬂmuﬁﬁmmﬁ%mu YiI® & SIRs SFAIS Gl 3R AT
ﬁi%m AN 9, 3rerad iR Ty 8|

Only then can India move from ‘verification by ritual’ to ‘verification by design’.
Fad aff YRd T §RT TG 4 TEHATS §RT AT ST 3R 96 Ghal 5l

GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, &IS
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1.

Researchers discover new species of Pilia genus of jumping spider in
Chikkamagaluru

RIewpaTge ¥ fufera Siqa &1 715 yairfa &t Sfei awsl 31 @

2.
After visit to Vantara, global wildlife panel recommends India pause
animal imports
GART B AT & 91¢ dfYP q=geiig U9d A YR DI U] T b+ B
Rrwrivr &t

3. | Gamma-ray bursts from black hole ‘morsels’ could expose quantum
gravity
P B W I 3 a1 M1} fapie $ied At H1 AR HR
P &

4.

Why are India’s Communications Satellites so Heavy

YRd & YR IUUE a4 U i gid &
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5. | India’s forests hold the future

YRA & a1 HIT® ) JUA gU &

Employees using artificial intelligence at work in India

YRA H STV IR FEAA IGHAT BT STINT S aTd SHARY

India can be a beacon of how Al can be used for social good: OpenAl
official

YR 39 91d BT I&TeX0N 94 Jhdl 8 P FHT gigw=m (Al) H1 U
HTHITS B0l & fore $A a1 I HepdT §: 3iuausns iRt

SR C° I: Environment: Pollution |

A diver retrieves a cage containing mussels used as bioindicators to monitor microplastic and chemical pollution during a mission in the Saronic Gulf, Greece, on September 8. A
bioindicator is an organism that senses and responds to its environmental conditions, based on which scientists can infer them indirectly. REUTERS

A diver retrieves a cage containing mussels used as bioindicators to monitor microplastic
and chemical pollution during a mission in the Saronic Gulf, Greece, on September 8. A
bioindicator is an organism that senses and respondsto its environmental conditions, based
on which scientists can infer them indirectly.
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Researchers discover new species of Pilia
genus of jumping spider in Chikkamagaluru

SHIVAMOGGA

A team of researchers ex-
ploring biodiversity in the
Western Ghats discovered
a new species of spider be-
longing to Pilia, a genus of
jumping spiders, at Mad-
hugundi village in Mudig-
ere taluk of Chikkamagalu-
ru. Interestingly, the
researchers named it “Pilia
malenadu”, to give credit
to the place it was found.
The discovery, which
has been published in Zoo-
taxa, an international jour-
nal, is significant because
the last time a species of
spiders belonging to Pilia
genus, was discovered
about 123 years ago (1902)
in Kerala. There are multi-
ple species in one genus.

The new species of spider “Pilia malenadu” that was discovered in
Madhugundi, Chikkamagaluru. AJITH PADIYAR

Further, the researchers,
for the first time, have
found both male and fe-
male spiders of the
species.

Ajit Padiyar, working as
a naturalist at a resort at
Madhugundi, spotted the

24 individuals of the spider
species, which were later
named “Pilia malenadu”.
They included 17 males,
three females and four ju-
veniles.

Padiyar had found saf-
fron reedtail, a rare species

of damselfly endemic to
the Western Ghats at the
same place last year.

Healthy ecosystem

“The discovery of such
rare species at Madhugun-
di village at the foothills of
Western Ghats, indicates
the healthy ecosystem at
the place and stress the
need to retain it,” Mr. Padi-
yar said.

The researchers noticed
that these spiders were
found only two plant spe-
cies — Memecylon umbella-
tum and Memecylon mala-
baricum.

“Our study shows the
spiders are habitat specific.
If we fail to conserve the
habitat, there are chances
of losing the species,” said
Mr. Padiyar.

Researchers discover new species of Pilia genus of jumping spider in

Chikkamagaluru

Ripwrgs A faferan s &1 13 yonfa &1 S aest 31 @ @w

e A team of researchers exploring biodiversity
in the Western Ghats discovered a new
species of spider belonging to Pilia, a genus
of jumping spiders, at Madhugundi village in
Mudigere taluk of Chikkamagaluru.
ufEpdt Tre # Sq fafdear Bt @i &R @

TMydpdisl & U ¢ A Rigewrgs ford &
i arqe & wIYTjst Wa I fAfern (pilia)
S ST &1 JRAT Ahs! &1 U 78 Ueiia
DI G B

o Interestingly, the researchers named it “Pilia
malenadu”, to give credit to the place it was
found.

T 91 I8 § fb Myamarstt 3 sq1 919 “Riferar Ara=rg (Pilia malenadu)” 3T

I 39 RIH B 97 faar 51 9% =gt g e S|

e The discovery, which has been published in Zootaxa, an international journal, is

significant because the last time a species of spiders belonging to
discovered was about 123 years ago (1902) in Kerala.

g @, Sl 3f

Pilia genus, was

Sel SICTET (Zootaxa) H UHIRIC g3 &, Heayyl ¢ iifep

Al sf=y &1 feht Hopst o1 Uomifa ) @il el IR T 123 99 ugd (1902)

Fea o gs A
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There are multiple species in one genus.

TH o9 § o USTfaal il 8|

Further, the researchers, for the first time, have found both male and female spiders
of the species.

3, Teypatal A Ugeh SR 39 USifa #1 =R 3R AIgT Hpfeal - urs ¢

Ajit Padiyar, working as a naturalist at a resort at Madhugundi, spotted the 24
individuals of the spider species, which were later named “Pilia malenadu”.

It UIfSaR, St WSt & uep Reird & AqRRie & %0 8 &Rikd §, A 39 Ode!
DI Ul & 24 THA <, Torg a1g & “fuferam arasmg” A faar mn

They included 17 males, three females and four juveniles.

17 TR, 3 ﬂﬁrﬁéﬁ?4ﬁﬂﬁ? (juveniles) RIEGR

Padiyar had found saffron reedtail, a rare species endemic to the Western Ghats,
at the same place last year.

TIfSAR A Ueq af 33 wiH R A Hsea, st ufid °re 9 ve gy
SHAAUATS YoITtd 5, $1 Tl 1 R

Healthy ecosystem

W yiRfRyfeet d

“The discovery of such rare species at Madhugundi village at the foothills of
Western Ghats, indicates the healthy ecosystem at the place and stress the need
to retain it,” Mr. Padiyar said.

“gf3rdt ure @) qagdt A Rya areriSt wia 7 W gy venfad ot @i 39 /M &
T YIRFRIFASHT T (healthy ecosystem) & T 8 3R 3T FHT Ta Pt
IS W d &t 5, Ft UIFSAR = Fa1l

The researchers noticed that these spiders were found only on two plant species —
Memecylon umbellatum and Memecylon malabaricum.

eyl 3 3@ & 3 TaHfsal badt &l urell Bt yeifadl — Audta spaded
(M%ntercrgy%n umbellatum) 3R ANRAIATT AreTaiReH (Memecylon malabaricum)
W I

“Our study shows the spiders are habitat specific. If we fail to conserve the habitat,
there are chances of Iosin%the species,” said Mr. Padiyar.

“GHAR T T UdT Ieldl & fb 3 Aopfsar fafIy 3mard (habitat specific) arch & | afe
BH ATaTH Pl WA (conserve) B H fAthd I8, o 39 USTIfa & I 81
Tyt 7, ot wif$ar = @an
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After visit to Vantara, global
wildlife panel recommends

India pause animal imports
[W v  Panel ‘could not

NEW DELHI

A committee of CITES, the
globe’s most influential
agreement on wildlife con-
servation, whose strictures
on the cross-border move-
ment of protected animal
species inform national
wildlife laws, has recom-
mended that India’s wil-
dlife authorities pause the
issue of permits that allow
endangered animals to be
imported by zoos, and wil-
dlife rescue and rehabilita-
tion centres.

This, CITES says, should
be in place until India com-
prehensively reviews its
practices and ensures that
“due diligence is exercised
systematically and consis-
tently”, and animal trade is
not carried out in “viola-
tion of the Convention”.

The recommendations

find evidence’ that
the facility brought
in animals for
commercial purposes

are part of a report pre-
pared by a CITES-designat-
ed committee after a visit
to the Greens Zoological
Rescue and Rehabilitation
Centre (GZRRC) in Jamna-
gar, a part of the Vantara
animal rescue and rehabili-
tation centre affiliated to
the Reliance Foundation.
The Radha Krishna Temple
Elephant Welfare Trust
(RKTEWT) is also a part of
Vantara, and while prima-
rily focused on elephant
welfare, also has permis-
sions to manage other im-
ported species of fauna.

It also noted that it
“could not find evidence”

that the facility brought in
animals for commercial
purposes nor evidence
that animals being import-
ed to India lacked import,
export, and re-export
CITES permits.

Due diligence

The committee’s report,
uploaded on October 31 on
the CITES website, noted
that “...several imports [by
GZRRC and RKTEWT] still
raise questions regarding
the origin of the speci-
mens... the use of source
and purpose-of-transac-
tion codes, and the exer-
cise of due diligence by
India”.

The Hindu reached out
with detailed question-
naires to Vantara, and the
Union Ministry of Environ-
ment for comment but had
not heard back till the time
of going to press.

After visit to Vantara, global wildlife panel recommends India pause animal
imports

SART B! T & 916 afYP a-acitg G7e 4 HRd B! U AT b &1 e

o1

¢ A committee of CITES, the globe’s most influential agreement on wildlife
conservation, whose strictures on the cross-border movement of protected animal
species inform national wildlife laws, has recommended that India’s wildlife
authorities pause the issue of permits that allow endangered animals to be
imported by zoos, and wildlife rescue and rehabilitation centres.
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CITES, Gﬁ%@iﬁ Tl TREUT (wildlife conservation) TR ESCR R CRIK] ?ITI@FIT
g 3R ﬁmﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂ Tfera TSIl & HHHI-UR SR (cross-border
movement) CARRRIEGERTH tm% aﬁwﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁ-ﬂﬁ%ﬁ? YRA & ageiig
UTFREOT (India’s wildlife authorities) ﬁ'%'CIT‘EI?f (zoos) 3R goltg 9919 9 Qﬂﬂh
Fal (wildlife rescue and rehabilitation centres) ﬁww F MU
(import) & o WRfe IR BT SRR FU | b S (pause the issue of permits) |

e This, CITES says, should be in place until India comprehensively reviews its
practices and ensures that “due diligence is exercised systematically and
consistently”, and animal trade is not carried out in violation of the Convention.
CITES &1 %g- § % I8 Ufaey a9 de JIRT Xg1 A1fgT oId b YR S1a=i1 ufshanait
P ATIH e (comprehensively reviews its practices) T8l PR AT 3R e
AT 18 FHral for “Ifra AU (due diligence)” TafRUd 3R FEITd &4 1
3{UFTS ST X6 &, TUT U] AMUR (animal trade) S{ERITSTA WS (Convention) 1
I g1 B @I 8|

e The recommendations are part of a report prepared by a CITES-designated
committee after a visit to the Greens Zoological Rescue and Rehabilitation

Centre (GZRRC) in Jamnagar, a part of the Vantara animal rescue and
rehabilitation centre affiliated to the Reliance Foundation.

3 RYwIR CITES gRT A3 AfAfA (CITES-designated committee) §RT dOR &1
TI'&‘WWW%W% ST SR (Jamnagar) @H‘ﬂ?‘lﬂ?ﬁﬁlﬁmﬁ
feefaftreer Hex (GZRRC) 31 IB1 & a1e 1% 15 A, St R wres e
(Reliance Foundation) ¥ Hd GdRT U d=1d 3R Wf’x‘[ F% (Vantara animal
rescue and rehabilitation centre) &I fe gl

¢ The Radha Krishna Temple Elephant Welfare Trust (RKTEWT) is also a part of

Vantara, and while primarily focused on elephant welfare, also has permissions to
manage other imported species of fauna.

YT HWT 7R Tferdhe IABWR ¥ (RKTEWT) H ddRT (Vantara) &1 R &, S
8] =y J gIfyal & wearor (elephant welfare) IR Fiad % ifp 39 39 SmaTfad
EICR EITE (imported species of fauna) & UeeE &t it &Iﬁ'ﬁlﬁ %I

e It also noted that it “could not find evidence” that the facility brought in animals for
commercial purposes nor evidence that animals being imported to India lacked
import, export, and re-export CITES permits.

o & gg 1t Iwera fovan wa fos Ifffa &1 U1 o1g “aqa 181 fAaT (could not find
evidence)” % 59 &g A sTaaie Gm (commercial purposes) CANSIEER
o1 3T T a1 I8 fob YRd / Y U STHaRT & ur 3imard, fafa sik u=: frafa
(import, export, and re-export) G ﬁ'TQ 3aRIH CITES WRfHE 8] Of

www.patrioticias.in

Due diligence
3fad @Y™t (Due diligence)

e The committee’s report, uploaded on October 31 on the CITES website, noted that
“...several imports [by GZRRC and RKTEWT] still raise questions regarding the
origin of the specimens, the use of source and purpose-of-transaction codes,
and the exercise of due diligence by India”.

Ifd 3t RUIE, S 31 3ragar ®I CITES A9ASE W 3UAS (uploaded on October
31) o1 T3 oft, & Icee foar T % *...GZRRC 3R RKTEWT gRT fht T %8 3imara
(imports) 3{d ot T-I'lfﬁ P I (origin of specimens), o 3R GEEE k] 3%'581

(source and purpose-of-transaction codes), 3R YR gRT 3Fad Jrayrt
(due diligence) 30 &I AHR JaTd I3 & I”

o The Hindu reached out with detailed questionnaires to Vantara, and the Union
Ministry of Environment for comment but had not heard back till the time of going to
press.

Q %§ (The Hindu) BEGIR (Vantara) 3R Fdta yafavor waTerm (Union Ministry of
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Gamma-ray bursts from black hole
‘morsels’ could expose quantum gravity

Gravity and quantum physics interact at the event horizons of black holes, though physicists don't understand all the details; a new theoretical study has proposed that very

small black holes, dubbed black hole ‘morsels;

T ———

e know gravity as the

force that keeps our feet

on the ground and makes

things fall ‘down. It also
keeps the moon orbiting the earth and
holds the planets around the Sun.
However, when we zoom into the tiniest
scales of reality, far smaller than atoms,
the rules of physics begin to change. The
strange laws of quantum mechanics take
over, where particles can appear and
vanish, or even exist in a superposition of
two places at once. Nothing is completely
certain in this quantum realm.

The other forces of nature, such as
electromagnetism, have been successfully
described in the quantum framework.
Gravity has however resisted such
treatment. Its strength is extraordinarily
low compared to the other forces, making
the quantum effects of gravity hard to
probe. The mathematics required to
merge quantum mechanics with gravity is
also notoriously difficult. Physicists also
lack the technology and experiments to
fully explore it.

Natural laboratory

This is why a black hole is often cited as
the best natural laboratory to study
quantum gravity. These are regions of
spacetime where gravity is so intense that
nothing, not even light, can escape. Yet
black holes are not entirely ‘black’. In the
1970s, the English theoretical physicist
Stephen Hawking showed that they
should leak a faint amount of energy, now
called Hawking radiation, due to quantum
effects near the event horizon, the
boundary beyond which nothing can
escape.

This prediction suggested that gravity
and quantum physics do interact, though
physicists don’t yet understand all the
details. In this context, a new theoretical
study proposes that very small black
holes — dubbed “black hole morsels” —
possibly formed in violent cosmic
collisions could serve as more unique
probes of quantum gravity.

“Black hole morsels are hypothetical
micro-black holes, far smaller than their
parent black holes — roughly comparable
in mass to asteroids — and therefore much
hotter,” Giacomo Cacciapaglia, a
researcher at the French National Centre
for Scientific Research (CNRS) and
co-author of the new study, said in a
statement.

The paper was accepted for
publication in Nuclear Physics B in August.

Radiate strongly

Black hole morsels are remnants of black
hole mergers and could provide
unprecedented insights into the quantum
nature of space and time. Remarkably, the

5% e T

JORDANAGOODMAN (CC BY-SA)

researchers have argued that signals from
these morsels could, in favourable
conditions, already be detectable with
present-day gamma-ray telescopes.

“Our work shows that if these objects
form, their radiation might already be
observable using current gamma-ray
telescopes,” Francesco Sannino, a
theoretical physicist at the University of
Southern Denmark and another coauthor,
said.

The idea rests on the question: how
does gravity behave at the quantum level?

Like their parent black holes, the
morsels would also emit Hawking
radiation, but at much higher
temperatures. Large astrophysical black
holes are far too cold for their radiation to
be detectable. Small black holes,
however, would radiate strongly, in
principle producing observable
high-energy photons and neutrinos.

Because of their elevated
temperatures, the morsels would also
evaporate quickly, releasing bursts of
high-energy particles. The calculations
suggest that these bursts would form a
distinct, detectable signature that could
manifest as a delayed emission of gamma
rays after a black hole merger event.

Delayed burst

Although morsels have not yet been
observed, the researchers have
contended that their formation is
plausible. In the extreme conditions of a
black hole merger, the collision might
‘pinch off” small, dense pockets of
spacetime sufficient to form morsels.
These would then evaporate through
Hawking radiation, with lifetimes ranging
from milliseconds to years depending on
their mass.

Detectors such as HAWC in Mexico would be well-suited to search for the predicted observational signature of radiation from black hole morsels.

e®

We showed that if black hole morsels
are created during mergers, they
would produce a burst of high-energy
gamma rays, with the delay time
related to their mass

‘GIACOMO CACCIAPAGLIA

FRENCH NATIONAL CENTRE FOR SCIENTIFIC
RESEARCH

Detecting Hawking radiation from
morsels would be more than an
observational novelty. Hawking radiation
carries imprints of the underlying
quantum structure of spacetime. Its
spectrum could, in principle, reveal
deviations from existing theories of
subatomic particles and point to ‘new
physics.” While such interpretations
remain speculative, the morsel scenario
offers a rare and testable window into
quantum gravity — an area that usually
lies far beyond experimental reach.

Because particle accelerators like the
Large Hadron Collider in Europe can’t
probe such extreme energy scales, these
natural laboratories could act as “cosmic
accelerators,” giving physicists access to
energy regimes otherwise inaccessible on
the earth.

The predicted observational signature
would be a delayed burst of high-energy
gamma rays radiating more isotropically
—i.e., equally in all directions — than
traditional gamma-ray bursts, which are
usually concentrated into beams. Several
existing instruments are well suited to
search for such bursts. They include the
High Energy Stereoscopic System (HESS)

in Namibia, the High-Altitude Water
Cherenkov Observatory (HAWC) in
Mexico, the Large High Altitude Air
Shower Observatory (LHAASO) in China,
and the Fermi Gamma-ray Space
Telescope in orbit around the earth.

True nature of space

Going beyond theory, the researchers also
analysed data collected by HESS, when it
followed up on the large black hole
merger events, to place upper limits on
the masses that could have been pinched
off as morsels. They called this their first
attempt to test their hypothesis
observationally.

“We showed that if black hole morsels
are created during mergers, they would
produce a burst of high-energy gamma
rays, with the delay time related to their
mass,” Dr. Cacciapaglia said. “Our analysis
shows this new type of multi-messenger
signal could give us direct experimental
access to quantum gravitational
phenomena.”

Despite the excitement, many
uncertainties remain. The precise
conditions in which morsels might form
are not yet known, and full simulations of
the merger dynamics are lacking. The
authors also said they plan to refine their
models and explore more realistic mass
scenarios, while astronomers continue to
search through current and future

tasets.

Ultimately, if morsels exist, they could
help answer some of the deepest
questions in physics about the true nature
of space, time, and gravity.

(Qudsia Gani is an assistant professor in
the Department of Physics, Government
Degree College Pattan, Baramulla.
qudsiagani6@gmail.com)

ibly formed in violent cosmic collisions could serve as more unique probes of quantum gravity

THE GIST

Gravity has resisted
description in the quantum
framework. Its strength is
extraordinarily low, making
the quantum effects of gravity
hard to probe. The
mathematics required is also
notoriously difficult

v

A black hole is cited as the
best natural laboratory to
study quantum gravity. Yet
black holes are not entirely
‘black.” Stephen Hawking
showed that they should leak
a faint amount of energy,
now called Hawking radiation,
due to quantum effects near
the event horizon

v

To verify this radiation,
researchers are exploring
black hole morsels. This is
important because Hawking
radiation carries imprints of
the underlying quantum
structure of spacetime. It
could reveal deviations from
existing theories of subatomic
particles and point to ‘new
physics’

Gamma-ray bursts from black hole ‘morsels’ could expose quantum gravity
P g AR I 3T aTd M1 fIwie siew A it IATR & a6 3

Gravity and Quantum Mechanics
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e We know gravity as the force that keeps our
feet on the ground and makes things fall
‘down.’

& 139 9 & U H A § Sl
TR W BT T IR 3@ § 3R dell ol -
iR g1

e |t also keeps the moon orbiting the Earth
and holds the planets around the Sun.

Ig 951 P gt Bt ufehar 7 3R Ul Y
Td @t ufvedn © S @A ¢ |

o However, when we zoom into the tiniest scales of reality, far smaller than atoms, the rules of
physics begin to change.

BIdif® SId g1 dRafasmdl & qad B W, I TRATet § off B¢ Wl o 3wa €, df ifaa
% forgu 9ge @d &

e The strange laws of quantum mechanics take over, where particles can appear and
vanish, or even exist in two places at once.
Fiey FiP & 3cfd T 516 81 1d §, 81 BT Yabe MR S 81 9dhd &, a1 U g1 99d
A gt Rl UR Hiv[g 8 9hd 5

e Nothing is completely certain in this quantum realm.
39 HicH wiTd 1 39 i It @e FAfyd 72 81

e The other forces of nature, such as electromagnetism, have been successfully described in
the quantum framework.

Ui BI 37 Yfaadlt, o faggagadd, & Hicd e & Thadgds Sl a1 ¢ |

e Gravity, however, has resisted such treatment.

Af TFaTHYUr 4 TY FagR &1 ufeRry fasan g1

o lts strength is extraordinarily low compared to the other forces, making the quantum
effects of gravity hard to probe.

OS] AfaT 3T Tl Bt AT U SRATYRY U A $H g, SR TE@TH YUl & Hicd quTal
BT T HiSA gl AT g |

e The mathematics required to merge quantum mechanics with gravity is also notoriously
difficult.

PicH TR I Toareyur & [ry Fam & g srawas i +f $ermg ©u | $fe= 2|
e Physicists also lack the technology and experiments to fully explore it.
éﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%%@l{ﬁﬁ@%ﬁ%ﬁwwﬁdﬁﬁaﬁwﬁww 1t 76t
I

Natural laboratory

e This is why a black hole is often cited as the best natural laboratory to study quantum
gravity.
T HRUI ¢ foh AP B B SRR PicH TSATHYUT BT TR T & [0 TAAT UIpfad
WARTRITE g1 STl |
e These are regions of spacetime where gravity is so intense that nothing, not even light,
can escape. ]
I WHETSH & &7 § O] TS cardyul 3a-1T Uad 811 § % U= a aTeR Ta] fAdd gar|
e Yetblack holes are not entirely ‘black’.
R ot e B T8 TRE ‘P TE B
¢ In the 1970s, the English theoretical physicist Stephen Hawking showed that they should
leak a faint amount of energy, now called Hawking radiation, due to quantum effects
near the event horizon.
1970 ¥ P 1 3 Jgifae HifdemRe e it 7 faam i gde gRge & Uy
mumg%m@a?awﬁeﬁwﬁmmzﬁma@q, o o gt fafmvor
CAIRCIGIN
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This prediction suggested that gravity and quantum physics do interact, though physicists
don’t yet understand all the details.

9 Yiawraroh ¥ Hahd i i Tea@reyur 3R eicH Wfast Teh-gi & A1y a1 w3l 8,
‘mﬁmwﬂmﬁﬁawﬁmw%

In this context, a new theoretical study proposes that very small black holes — dubbed
“black hole morsels” — possibly formed in violent cosmic collisions could serve as more
unique probes of quantum gravity.

39 b H, Ue Y S srea 7 vRaTiad i § 7 95 81 < g — o e g
AT HeT AT e — wmmmﬁﬁéﬁﬁmw&mﬁsﬁa
& forg aifgea T & wpa g1

“Black hole morsels are hypothetical micro-black holes, far smaller than their parent black
holes — roughly comparable in mass to asteroids — and therefore much hotter,” said
Giacomo Cacciapaglia, a researcher at the French National Centre for Scientific
Research (CNRS).

A Qo1 AT Teurie Gga A gied 2, 5 o I sih A Aega B B ¥ —
ST ST &fSUgl & TRIER Bl § — sﬁqwam ¥ T gId € T e
et sifeamariemr 3, S e AvFAa e BR arsfefire R (CNRS) # 2ywdi ¢ |
The paper was accepted for publication in Nuclear Physics B in August.

39 MY UF D1 TR T gfaerar fOpfores &t a3t O e o forg WieR fasar

Radiate strongly
wad F9 &

Black hole morsels are remnants of black hole mergers and could provide unprecedented
insights into the quantum nature of space and time.

A T A, AP Bd & faay & 3Gy § 3R 3 3 iR THg & Picy Wy &
IR F Sryaqd Sfaei® UeH I Udhd ¢ |

Remarkably, the researchers have argued that signals from these morsels could, in
favourable conditions, already be detectable with present-day gamma-ray telescopes.

ST T Y, NuPtal BT ab & B 3T A O I Wobd SiEd IR ¥ adAe
w%ﬁﬁﬁuﬁﬁwmmm%

“Our work shows that if these objects form, their radiation might already be observable
using current gamma-ray telescopes,” said Francesco Sannino, a theoretical physicist at
the University of Southern Denmark.

“TIRT BT faxaTa & b afe 3 avqe a7ct 8, A ST fafesor aefam= mar Rl &t e 9
TEd &1 3T o1 WPl B, T e Hiawan! w1 3, ) qrae- ST fayfaemey &
Tgifaw Pamared g

The idea rests on the question: how does gravity behave at the quantum level?
Ig faTR 39 U W YR §: Pied TR W TFATHYUl Hd IR ST 82
Like their parent black holes, the morsels would also emit Hawking radiation, but at much
higher temperatures.
3T Td 1 i Bt ave, Arded off gifeh fafeor Scafola w30, afds w1t Siflres argam=
W
Large astrophysical black holes are too cold for their radiation to be detectable.

B 30 38 BId g 1o 31T [AfHRUT Ul A1 AT ST bl |
Small black holes, however, would radiate strongly, in principle producing observable high-
energy photons and neutrinos.

e B¢ i B ad T4 A faasivf 817, S 3wt wierAl ik =gfet &1 SeiA
ST ST &+ g1 g

Because of their elevated temperatures, the morsels would also evaporate quickly,
releasing bursts of high-energy particles.

30 I ATYHT & BRI, Hied Hf 2ftsrar & arfera g1 oot 3R Sw-3etf woll & fawewie
EIeal

The calculations suggest that these bursts would form a distinct, detectable signature,
that could manifest as a delayed emission of gamma rays after a black hole merger event.
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Delgyed burst

Although morsels have not yet been observed, the researchers have contended that their
formation is plausible.

gTaiifes AT o 3t I T 16t T B, ieasdtalt &7 dg1 8 S It a1 Wyt 8

In the extreme conditions of a black hole merger, the collision might ‘pinch off’ small, dense
pockets of spacetime sufficient to form morsels.

= g & faeg ot s uRfRUfadl 7, g cohiid BIe, T9 TWHSTSH & HRN & 3T B
ThdT 8 o At & fafor & fere vafa g

These would then evaporate through Hawking radiation, with lifetimes ranging from
milliseconds to years depending on their mass.

3 R gt fafdror & mreny @ aifslra 81 S1ew, foian! 311y 3dh SoadI= & SMIUR IR
firciies & auf 7% 81 9ol o

Detecting Hawking radiation from morsels would be more than an observational novelty.
Hidieg 9 gt fafeor &1 udi AT ad U Sraai-TeTd Adi-dT § 31 G|
Hawking radiation carries imprints of the underlying quantum structure of spacetime.
gt fafervor & TWHeTSH $t HicH W1 & 2 81d B

Its spectrum could, in principle, reveal deviations from existing theories of subatomic
particles and point to ‘new physics’.

TP WaeH Aol SURHAIUGS BT Rygid | faaas iR 78 Wifad ot 3k Jdbd o=
qHdI 5|

While such interpretations remain speculative, the morsel scenario offers a rare and
testable window into quantum gravity — an area that usually lies far beyond experimental
reach.

T U ATRSIY STHMTHS &, Al TN BicHd [S@THUl & TR b AT T gaH
3R IO TG SR UG HR1 &, S WHIE: TR Ugd ¥ 98d a2 o |

Because particle accelerators like the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) can’t probe such
extreme energy scales, these natural laboratories could act as cosmic accelerators,
giving physmsts access to energy reglmes otherwise inaccessible on Earth.

% ATSl 81 HIATIST (LHC) S BT RSP ST AT Goll AT b7 Tefor e
TR TP, ST I UTPHfad TANTRITATS HIRD @B & T & B B Taball o, Sl a1
B G T ST St TRT A T FaH el B

The predicted observational signature would be a delayed burst of high-energy gamma
rays radiating more isotropically — that is, equally in all directions — than traditional
gamma-ray bursts.

Al Habd TP Id-Golt AT fohvnl &1 et faewie i ot uRuRe®
fopRur fawmict @t qar & Sifie Tdfe=it (isotropic) &0 ¥ fawmiof grm|
Several existing instruments are well suited to search for such bursts, including HESS
(Namibia), HAWC (Mexico), LHAASO (China), and the Fermi Gamma-ray Space
Telescope.

H3 Aiolel IUHR0T oI HESS (ARfifaan), HAWC @fRTa), LHAASO (&) ok waif man
W TeHwhIy UY faRniet 3 W@ ¥ fore Sugad B

Tr_ue nature of space
3afves BT aRdafad @UTG

Going beyond theory, the researchers also analysed data collected by HESS, when it
followed up on large black hole merger events, to place upper limits on the masses that
could have been pinched off as morsels.

i & 31 ded gu, MudHdisit 7 HESS §RT U by T ST & fa=ayu fasar 5d 39 59
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They called this their first attempt to test their hypothesis observationally.

IBiH 39 307 GRS B! Ugell WA ofid Hell
“We showed that if black hole morsels are created during mergers, they would produce a
burst of high-energy gamma rays, with the delay time related to their mass,” said Dr.
Cacciapaglia.

g faman & afe e gra atede o1 i fiag & SR a1 2, O & S=a-Fett T
7o o1 favapie 3w 371, ot fada srafy 399 sora @ Tafta grft” ef.
HifaTaTierT A S8l
“Our analysis shows this new type of multi-messenger signal could give us direct
experimental access to quantum gravitational phenomena.”

“BAR TI=eoor & UaT 9T 8 fob 39 U TR &1 Hect-AAoR Rird g8 $icH Tedig geAsil
I Te] YA S U & bl g 1
Despite the excitement, many u\_pcertainti.es remain.

I TG, S AfATaamd o1 g8 8|

The precise conditions in which morsels might form are not yet known, and full simulations
of the merger dynamics are lacking.

o Tt uikfRuforst & Aide 59 9ad ¢, 9 st 3 181 8, iR faer &t ot Rygar o
IR |

The authors also said they plan to refine their models and explore more realistic mass
scenarios, while astronomers continue to search through current and future datasets.

a@D! A I8 1t F8T1 & 3 319 Aisdl B uivspd oo SR 31w gurdardt seraH uiezal
@1 WIS B B AISHT &1 38 §, STafdh Willatag adar 3R Ufasr & a1 A 31 &g TRt
@ |

Ultimately, if morsels exist, they could help answer some of the deepest questions in
phyS|cs about the true nature of space, time, and gravity.

3jcfer: Tfe, feed T B Vg 2, A 3 Sieikel, THT R [eare ¥l & aredids w@ua
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Q: Why are
India’s
communications
satellites so
heavy
A: On November
2, ISRO
launched the GSAT-7R satellite
for the Indian Navy. The
satellite’s launch mass was
4,410 kg — rendering the launch
the heaviest of a
communications satellite from
Indian soil.
India’s communications
satellites are heavy because
they combine wide coverage,
high power, and long service life
in one spacecraft.
To serve the entire country and
nearby seas, the
communications payload needs
to support many channels
across multiple frequencies,
including the C, Ku, and Ka
bands. These in turn require
many large deployable
antennas, high-power
amplifiers, waveguides, filters,
switches, and either many
analog transponders or flexible
digital processors.
The antennas and pointing
mechanisms also need to hold
tight alignment in space, so
their structure and thermal
control systems add more mass.
The satellites’ high throughput
demands several kilowatt of
electrical power available for

ian satellites: laden with features
Gsiisar |

The GSAT-30 communications satellite. ISRO

12-15 years, so satellites carry large solar arrays,
large batteries, and power-conditioning units,
plus structures to shield them in space.

The spacecrafts’ long life demands redundancy,
ergo they’re fit with duplicate computers, radios,
and power units.

Getting to the geostationary orbit (GTO) adds
more mass in propellant. The GTO is a highly
elliptical orbit; once a rocket places a satellite in
this orbit, the satellite will use its own
propulsion to move into a geostationary (like
GSAT-7R) or geosynchronous orbit.

The satellite also needs to perform
station-keeping manoeuvres and manage its
momentum. The chemical propulsion systems
still common on many Indian satellites thus
need significant quantities of fuel for these
tasks.

=N

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

Why are India’s Communications Satellites so Heavy

YRd & YR IUUE 51 U i gid &

On November 2, ISRO launched the GSAT-7R satellite for the Indian Navy. The satellite’s
launch mass was 4,410 kg — rendering the launch the heaviest of a communications

satellite from Indian soil.

2 TR DI URA faRef S e 7 URAR AT & fog Sfifie-79iR Iuvg vafd
a1 TR BT USU TIHT 4,410 fRAUTH U1 — Y g8 YR &1 eRdt Q uafud fear mar
39 dP H JaH YR IR ST 5 7|

India’s communications satellites are heavy because they combine wide coverage, high
power, and long service life in one spacecraft.

YR & TR IUUE HRI Bld & TP 3 T &1 3iaier a # faga wavet, 3= Wi iR wdlt
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To serve the entire country and nearby seas, the communications
payload needs to support many channels across multiple
frequenmes including the C, Ku, and Ka bands.

R 31 IR TR & TS F) Aa1 P 1Y, GaR e 3 5 )
R IR 3 e &1 IHYT HAT gl 8, o W, Fg iR Fu | {_
3 W@ B |
These in turn require many large deployable antennas, high-
power amplifiers, waveguides, filters, switches, and either e -
many analog transponders or flexible digital processors. J

T RTT s 9 I fpU o9 a9 0o, O Tfad waefd, i .
Trfesie, fheex, f&qa, 3R &3 TGN rRuTeR a1 Trdial fefoted TRRRT @t STawadmar gl 8|

The antennas and pointing mechanisms also need to hold tight alignment in space, so their

structure and thermal control systems add more mass.

e 3R fem FyRor 3 o sialer § Idie TRAUT ST 3G USdT 8, ST S9! Ta-T

3R ardig gz gormeft sifafed R Siedl 81

The satellites’ high throughput demands several kilowatt of electrical power available for

12-15 years, so satellites carry large solar arrays, large batteries, and power-
conditioning units, plus structures to shield them in space.

IR 1 I TR &HAT F AT 12-15 T6T 7 S paiare fgad i 7T azaesd 2 2,
3T 30 98 IR UHa, TSt Selat, 3iR ol a0 3HRa! gil 6, Wi g1 S ofdRel § sam
& fo TRy e 2t S g

The spacecrafts’ long life demands redundancy, ergo they’re fit with duplicate computers,
radios, and power units.

3fafver T P el g & oy Srfafad qRam yumeh &1 Sagedr gidl €, 39foT 378 dleY
HuIeR, S SR ol sH1eat A il &

Getting to the geostationary orbit (GTO) adds more mass in propellant. The GTO is a
highly elliptical orbit; once a rocket places a satellite in this orbit, the satellite will use its
own propulsion to move into a geostationary or geosynchronous orbit.

YRR Hef I g & forw SifaRad SU= Bt saxgerar it 8| I8 Ud e SrgaihR
BT gl 8; U IR oI Xdbe, SUUE DI 39 Hefl | RIMT IR a1 8, o SUIE 30 W & Yoie
¥ YRR 71 4RI Hem & = S 3|
The satellite also needs to perform station-keeping manoeuvres and manage its
momentum. The chemical propulsion systems still common on many Indian satellites thus
need significant quantities of fuel for these tasks.

IUUE B! U FRURT 9778 @+ 3R 3= fa-9d &) a3 A & faw s fohard &t gid!
€1 3T RO, s YR IWE! H Ugad I YoNE YTl &) 34 Hraf & forg yaitd e |
Y9 P AT Il g

Page5 2

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

patriotic

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

India’s forests hold the future

s India navigates the
twin imperatives of
economic growth and
sustainable
development, forests are once
again finding their rightful place in
the national climate conversation.
The recent release of the revised
blueprint for the Green India
Mission (GIM) puts restoration at
the forefront. The ambition is
bold: restore 25 million hectares of
degraded forest and non-forest
land by 2030.

This isn’t just about greening
land for its own sake. It directly
ties to India’s climate pledge to
create an additional carbon sink of
up to 3.39 billion tonnes of COz
equivalent by the end of this
decade. The big question is not
just how much land India restores,
but how it restores it.

Quality question

A 2025 study by IIT Kharagpur, in
collaboration with IIT Bombay and
BITS Pilani, reported a 12% decline
in photosynthetic efficiency of
dense forests across India. The
main cause? Rising temperatures
and drying soil. Put simply, while
India may be growing its forest
cover, these forests are becoming
less effective at absorbing carbon.
This discovery challenges the old
assumption that “more trees equal
more carbon sinks” and instead
highlights the need for restoration
that enhances ecological
resilience, not just canopy cover.

The revised GIM is not starting
from scratch. Between 2015 and
2021, the Mission supported
afforestation across 11.22 million
hectares, with ¥575 crore
disbursed to 18 states. During this
period, forest and tree cover
increased from 24.16% in 2015 to
25.17% in 2023.

The new blueprint expands the
lens, focusing on biodiversity-rich
landscapes like the Aravalli Hills,
Western Ghats, mangroves, and
Himalayan catchments. It also
aims to link efforts with other
government programmes such as
the National Agroforestry Policy,
watershed initiatives, and the
Compensatory Afforestation Fund
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Family Welfare, and
Ministry of
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India’s
afforestation
story has long
wrestled with
three gaps -
community
participation,
ecological
design, and
financing

India’s forests hold the future

YRA & a9 Y™ ) FHTA §C &

Green India Mission (GIM) and Forest Restoration

W= $f3an fimm (GIm) sk a1

As India navigates the twin imperatives of economic growth and sustainable
development, forests are once again finding their rightful place in the national climate

Management and Planning
Authority (CAMPA). But as with
most ambitious missions, the
challenge lies in turning policy
into practice.

India’s afforestation story has
long wrestled with three stubborn
gaps: community participation,
ecological design, and financing.

Nearly 200 million Indians
depend on forests for daily
survival. The Forest Rights Act
(2006) legally empowers them to
manage and protect their
landscapes. Yet in practice, many
plantation drives bypass these
communities, ignoring their
claims and consent. This erodes
trust and undermines both legality
and social legitimacy. However,
there are bright spots. In Odisha,
Joint Forest Management
Committees are integrated into
planning and revenue-sharing. In
Chhattisgarh, forest departments
are experimenting with
biodiversity-sensitive plantations
and reviving barren cattle shelters
by planting mahua trees, aligning
ecology with tribal livelihoods.

Going native
For decades, afforestation has
leaned heavily on monocultures of
eucalyptus or acacia, which are
fast-growing, yes, but ecologically
damaging. They deplete
groundwater, crowd out native
biodiversity, and leave forests
vulnerable to climate stress. The
revised GIM promises a shift
toward native, site-specific
species, which is encouraging.
However, the real test is
whether local forest departments
possess the necessary expertise
and capacity to deliver. India
already has training institutes in
Uttarakhand, Coimbatore, and
Byrnihat that could be harnessed
to equip frontline staff with
ecological know-how. Some States
are leading the way. Tamil Nadu,
for instance, has nearly doubled
its mangrove cover in just three
years, offering both carbon
storage and coastal protection.
Perhaps the biggest bottleneck
is financing. The CAMPA fund now
holds a staggering ¥95,000 crore,

yet utilisation is inconsistent.
Delhi, for example, spent only 23%
of its approved funds between
2019 and 2024. GIM itself has had
to make do with modest
allocations, relying heavily on
CAMPA.

The way forward isn’t just
about more money, but about
smarter use of it. The good news is
that some States are
experimenting with new financing
tools. Himachal Pradesh has
launched a biochar programme to
generate carbon credits while
reducing fire risks. Uttar Pradesh
has planted over 39 crore saplings
this year and is exploring how to
connect village councils to carbon
markets.

Building blocks

Despite the hurdles, India has the
building blocks: strong legal
frameworks, sizeable financing
pools, institutional capacity, and
promising local models. What’s
needed is alignment.

Communities must be
empowered to lead. Forest
departments need the skills and
incentives to prioritise ecological
restoration over plantation targets.
The central government can
enhance accountability by
implementing public dashboards
that track survival rates, species
mix, fund utilisation, and
community participation. CAMPA
could broaden its scope to cover
participatory planning and
adaptive management, rather than
sticking narrowly to planting. Civil
society and research institutions
also have a role, from providing
technical expertise to designing
participatory monitoring tools.
This shared effort is what can
transform GIM from a government
programme into a national
movement.

As India looks toward Viksit
Bharat 2047, forests are not
merely an environmental concern;
they are the future capital. The
path to restoring 25 million
hectares is not easy, but if pursued
with rigour, inclusion, and
foresight, it could reshape how the
world thinks about restoration.
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conversation.

SIq WRd 31fes e ofk wad e ot gt sraxadasi & fia o) 9g W17, a9 a7
fhR 4 WP SreraTy Harg 7 S I /A W R ©

e The recent release of the revised blueprint for the Green India Mission (GIM) puts
restoration at the forefront.

g1el €1 & SIR) i Efar firer (Gim) &1 |xiifia swar 2 ifus & grufiear & R

e The ambition is bold: restore 25 million hectares of degraded forest and non-forest land by
2030.
Ig U HEAIhiel d&d 8: 2030 T 2.5 BS gaedR fAPpd a+ 3R AR-a49 Yf¥ & i
PRATI

e This isn’tjust about greening land for its own sake. It directly ties to India’s climate pledge to
create an additional carbon sink of up to 3.39 billion tonnes of CO, equivalent by the end
of this decade.

g Had Y B ETHRT HRA BT A&T T8 8 | T8 WY YR B Sierary ufdagar 9 Je1 8, s
d5d GIP & 3fd P 3.39 3RT &1 CO, THIH HI 3(fARad HIa+ P IR A5
e The big question is not just how much land India restores, but how it restores it.
gﬁﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ?%%ﬁ@wﬁﬁaﬁnﬁ%%%wsﬁﬁm
|

Quality Question
T[OTA~IT T UY

e A 2025 study by lIT Kharagpur, in collaboration with IIT Bombay and BITS Pilani, reported
a 12% decline in photosynthetic efficiency of dense forests across India.
IIT WSTR, IT S1 3R BITS TS gR12025 & 3reqg= & YR & °4 a1 &1 UHTRM
HIAYT G&ral T 12% Pt fiRTae o 31 T8

e The main cause? Rising temperatures and drying soil.
T HRUI? Fga aIaaT 3R et frgt

e Put simply, while India may be growing its forest cover, these forests are becoming less
effective at absorbing carbon.

%ﬂwm&ﬁﬁ', STafdh HRA P1 a1 &5 § 6T §, Afh1 J I PTa A=NYI H HH YU 51 5

|

e This discovery challenges the old assumption that “more trees equal more carbon sinks”,
highlighting the need for ecological resilience, not just canopy cover.

Ig Wiol R faaR & I 3t § o «aifire us = ot Ri®”, 3R ug @ §
$Id BT SRV 81, Sieh UIRFRUFAHIT AT TS B |

Progress So Far

3 TP I WIfd

e The revised GIM is not starting from scratch. Between 2015 and 2021, the Mission supported
afforestation across 11.22 million hectares, with ¥575 crore disbursed to 18 states.

TG GIM T T YE Tal 81381 51 2015 | 2021 & &9 AR 7 11.22 e g &
TP ! gAf faT, 3R 2575 BRI 18 ISUT B! faalka farw M)

e During this period, forest and tree cover increased from 24.16% (2015) to 25.17% (2023).
29 A T g 3R & STaRUT 2015 7 24.16% J TG 2023 H 25.17% &I T

New Focus Areas

T4 Biod &7

e The new blueprint expands the lens, focusing on biodiversity-rich landscapes like the
Aravalli Hills, Western Ghats, mangroves, and Himalayan catchments.

T3 FUGT P SART T 7T B, Forad sRTaeh ugtfyal, ufintt are, A=ng &= 3R fearedt
ST &7 S e fafdedar & wRuy ufvezg wfe g
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It also aims to link efforts with other programmes such as the National Agroforestry Policy,
watershed initiatives, and CAMPA (Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and
Planning Authority).

TIPT I8 3 ASHIST oI AP PiY-a-iemwor Hifd, Tarm g, iR CAMPA (&ifoqR®
TS0 Y Y 3R A1 uifreon 3 of sis g |

But as with most ambitious missions, the challenge lies in turning pollcy into practice.

At SHIHTY TEaTHIEN Ao & aRE, IR I A B RpaT-aa | g 7 2|

Persistent Gaps

AR St @rfaar

India’s afforestation story has long struggled with three key gaps — community
participation, ecological design, and financing.

YR F FNHRU HEH A T S T T § o ¥e 2 — eI uniers,
uTifRufeeta fEems, ik fammdiyon

Nearly 200 million Indians depend on forests for daily survival.

TTHT 20 PRIS YR 30 Sreifaet & faw o w Ak €1

The Forest Rights Act (2006) legally empowers them to manage and protect their
landscapes.

T SARIPR U (2006) IT 30 & F Tae SR TR BT B SARBR a1 2|
Yet in practice, many plantation drives bypass these communities, ignoring their claims and
consent, which erodes trust and legitimacy.

forx +ff TragR , 8 Auur SRR B 37 It Bt URieRY 3R Tgafa &1 s fea
ST &, Forad fayrT oiR derar HHIR it 8

Bright Spots
HPRTHD Jqlerul

Going Native
R

In Odisha, Joint Forest Management Committees are integrated into planning and
revenue-sharing.

o Ty g ydeE qfifeat ayeEr fRmfor ok ITeRa-aEe’t & wfte 391 €
In Chhattisgarh, forest departments are experimenting with biodiversity-sensitive
plantations and reviving barren cattle shelters by planting mahua trees, aligning ecology
with tribal livelihoods.

SraTe § 1 faum e fafyear-daeTita gamiuor ok agen Us e @ U Snyat
¥ YSifad R FH IR © §, mﬁmeﬁ?mmﬁmaﬁﬁh@wa%

P 3R eAreAr

For decades, afforestation has leaned heavily on monocultures of eucalyptus or acacia,
which are fast-growing but ecologically damaging.

TDI F TP W@W‘Eﬁtﬂ al%?mma;ﬁmwﬁu’f (monocultures) UX
fRk 2@, @ﬁﬁaﬁ%%w&@mwﬁm%l

They deplete groundwater, crowd out native biodiversity, and leave forests vulnerable to
climate stress.

Y YOId ! THTW Bl 8, I Aq fafgear o Jura st €, 3R aFf &) STaaryg garat
aatrﬁr SRIRFEIT STH 5 |

The revised Green India Mission (GIM) promises a shift toward native, site-specific
species, which is encouraging.

i e sfEar = (GIv) R iR wa-fafkry usnfaal &t iR seard &1 arer &ar
g, Ol U APRTHP Hbd ¢ |

However, the real test is whether local forest departments possess the expertise and
capacity to deliver.
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e Training institutes in Uttarakhand, Coimbatore, and Byrnihat could be used to equip
frontline staff with ecological know-how.

ITIGES, DT 3R FHGIE A Hivle URIEIT TR AT TR & HHARA! &
iU F1 <3 & o IuahT fve o ahd g

e Some States are already leading the way. Tamil Nadu, for instance, has nearly doubled its
mangrove cover in just three years, offering both carbon storage and coastal protection.

I UEd ¥ g srruft uftyet R IR |1 SR & fore, aftramrg A daa i auf # e
%mﬁmwmmm%,mmﬂqmﬁaﬂuﬁ?&mﬁﬁm
|

Financing Challenges

fa<ita

e Perhaps the biggest bottleneck is financing.
TNC Ied gt aryT faaagor g1
e The CAMPA fund now holds a staggering ¥95,000 crore, yet utilisation is inconsistent.
CAMPA W8 T a0 H 295,000 RIS DI URI IR &, Afh SHBT SUANT SR 5 |
o Delhi, for example, spent only 23% of its approved funds between 2019 and 2024.
ITERU1 & forg, feeelt = 2019 | 2024 & s U+ Wiehd e HT Had 23% W ATl
¢ GIM itself has had to manage with modest allocations, relying heavily on CAMPA.
gau‘ GIM B! I Srde=ll & U HTH I UST 8 3R T8 B! 86 db CAMPA TR MR <@
I
e The way forward isn't just about more money, but about smarter use of it.
31 T IRl Had YD U BT 5T, Teh IUD WIE SYANT BT 5 |
e Some States are experimenting with new financing tools.
$3 I Y fa<iig SUHRON & 1Y TIRT HR IR & |
o Himachal Pradesh has launched a biochar programme to generate carbon credits while
reducing fire risks.

TSR - AT & TNAH B FH HRd gU PTA hise U B & Y IR
FrdepH & fHar g
o Uttar Pradesh has planted over 39 crore saplings this year and is exploring ways to
connect village councils to carbon markets.

IR U A 59 I 39 RIS T 3P WY TE & 3R Ig ATH Y=gl Bl Hra- SR I
Siie & TWIh! &) T HR @1 8

Building Blocks

formfor &5t smemfRrems

e Despite the hurdles, India has the building blocks — strong legal frameworks, sizeable
financing pools, institutional capacity, and promising local models.
mwﬁ%ww%wwmﬁaﬁ it foiia SaTes, SRmTd &, ok
R visd o fafor & 319 snuR §|

e What's needed is alignment.
MAIH T & THGT B |

e Communities must be empowered to lead.
TGN P! Aqed B & forg a=red fosar S a1figul

o Forest departments need skills and incentives to prioritise ecological restoration over
plantation targets.
g faurn &) gemiuur @eat & sog uRfRufae qawIfus &) urufiesdr 33 & o siwra
IR WG ST SMIAH 5 |

o The central government can enhance accountability by implementing public dashboards
that track survival rates, species mix, fund utilisation, and community participation.
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Fg WPR ATdS~h SYAIS AN HR% TdTacs! 961 Jabal &, Sl oifdd ¥g+ B &2, eI
fafauar, e IuaiT, ﬁiwmmmﬂmﬁﬁ%ﬁl

e CAMPA could broaden its scope to cover participatory planning and adaptive
management, instead of sticking narrowly to planting.

CAMPA 307 gRR &I HTftgRY smerfa Fie T 3R srpaRite Uee d% 961 Tl &,
IO Had Aoy TfafAfRry wR Higd 83 &1

o Civil society and research institutions also have a role — from providing technical
expertise to designing participatory monitoring tools.

AT AT 3R SFHUTT WA Hft YT FAuT b § — aeitat faRtugmer veq & 3
AR YRR smenf¥a AR Sueon & fegH as |

e This shared effort can transform GIM from a government programme into a national
movement.

g TS TATH GIM 1 U TRPR] HrishH I AP SHigier H 96d Fhdl 6 |

Forests and the Future
99 3R Hiaw

e As India looks toward Viksit Bharat 2047, forests are not merely an environmental
concern; they are future capital.

og YRd fasfid YR 2047 & 3R 39 3618, Td a9 Dl qatexoiy f¥ar 781 ¢, sfewp d
yfass #1 goi 2

e The path to restoring 25 million hectares is not easy, but if pursued with rigour, inclusion,
and foresight, it could reshape how the world thinks about restoration.

2.5 PRI sFW YA B! A 37 &1 AF S 781 8, A afe 38 SR,
ARG, 3R greRfar & W roerar o, & a g & qARifu= ERHIv &) sgd Joar

gl

Empl()yees using Employees using artificial intelligence at work in
. India

artificial intelligence at = & rdwra w PR ST BT SUE B
work in India ara HHARY
fesii:sar

I t India has th e 92 In per cent. India has the highest artificial intelligence
92 rl.per cen . .n. |a‘ as‘ ¢ adoption rate in the Asia Pacific region, with 92% of

highest artificial intelligence . .
dobti te in the Asi employees using the technology at work, according to a
adoption rate in the Asia report by the Boston Consultlng Group.

Pacific region, with 92% of employees 92 yfaRma| 4 (Boston Consulting Group) P
using the technology at work, according to. pyryt 35 sy R  URTT-URTIG 8 (Asia Pacific region) &
a report by the Boston Consulting Group. oy sty (artificial intelligence) 3T 1 Ha®l 3w &
The regional average stands at 78%, ahead (highest adoption rate) % &t 929 HaR) 3 3 (at

of the global average of 72%. rn
& & work) TR 39 dd-iid T SUUNT IR @ &

e The regional average stands at 78%, ahead of the global
average of 72%.

Mﬂgﬁ'\‘lﬁ (regional average) 78% % S %% 3Nd (global average) 72% I
3D B
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F India can be a beacon of
how Al can be used for
social good: OpenAl official

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

OpenAl, a San Francisco-
based Al research and de-
ployment firm that created
ChatGPT, has introduced
IndQA, a new benchmark
for evaluating Al systems
on Indian culture and lan-
guages, here on Tuesday.

The company said its
mission was to make AGI
(Artificial General Intelli-
gence) benefit all of hu-
manity, across languages
and cultures. Some 80% of
people worldwide do not
speak English as their
primary language and yet
most existing benchmarks
that measure non-English
language capabilities fell
short, the firm noted.

That means, existing

PN o

i

The company said its mission
was to make AGI benefit all.

multilingual benchmarks
like MMMLU are now satu-
rated, which make them
less useful for measuring
real progress.

In addition, current
benchmarks mostly focus
on translation or multiple-
choice tasks. They don’t

adequately capture what
rally matters for evaluating
an Al system’s language
capabilities — understand-
ing context, culture, histo-
ry, and things that matter
to people where they live.

That’s why IndQA, a
new benchmark designed
to evaluate how well Al
models understand and
reason questions that mat-
ter in Indian languages,
across cultural domains.

“Today, we are rolling
out IndQA. Built in collabo-
ration with 261 experts
across 12 languages, IndQA
fills a key gap by enabling
fair and rigorous evalua-
tion that reflects India’s
cultural and linguistic di-
versity,” said Srinivas Na-
rayanan, CTO, B2B Appli-
cation, OpenAl .

India can be a beacon of how Al can be used for social good: OpenAl official

YR 39 91d 1 3&TeX0l 941 Jhdl & P FRAT ST (Al) FT SUART ATHIOIE
Hearul & fore 1 forar & Idr 8: shuauans iftrert

e OpenAl, a San Francisco-based Al research and deployment firm that created
ChatGPT, has introduced IndQA, a new benchmark for evaluating Al systems on
Indian culture and languages, here on Tuesday.

SYFTSME (OpenAl), ST A Wik fRUd Tag rgHum 3R ulkfraier su=it
(San Francisco-based Al research and deployment firm) % 3R fSR97 ChatGPT
faefyd faram, A HTAaR &1 HIRR TXpfar 3R HTHISH (Indian culture and
languages) TR U3{Ts RReH &1 Yedidh- &+ & 74 T 141 §9HID IndQA TRT fasa|

e The company said its mission was to make AGI (Artificial General Intelligence)
benefit all of humanity, across languages and cultures.

HUH 3 FET o IUHT LR (mission) T8 IR a=1 | [ HHw wmwr=a gfgwmn
(AGI - Artificial General Intelligence) HTST3{} i [ (languages and
cultures) & UR JHE AT (all of humanity) & T AU Bl

e Some 80% of people worldwide do not speak English as their primary language
and yet most existing benchmarks that measure non-English language capabilities
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fell short, the firm noted.

HO A I foh gferar HR | THRT 80% T (80% of people worldwide) 3Tt
(English) & 30t UTUfie HToT & =0 & 761 sierd, e o sifiiesi=r disger AR-siisht
HTYT &Hdl AT9GS (non-English language benchmarks) Wﬁﬂﬁﬁ‘g’ﬂ gl

e That means, existing multilingual benchmarks like MMMLU are now saturated,
which make them less useful for measuring real progress.
BRIl &r%f%ﬁ?ﬁ?agmﬁwﬁﬁmw@m(mmmm 3 T
(saturated) Hl ﬁ ' o 9 aredfa® Wit /= (measuring real progress) k2
IURf (less useful) HRIY gl

¢ In addition, current benchmarks mostly focus on translation or multiple-choice
tasks. They don’t adequately capture what really matters for evaluating an Al
system’s language capabilities — understanding context, culture, history, and
things that matter to people where they live.
9% SHfAREd, adHM AHS T8 FU ¥ 3dTE (translation) I7 ggfawedra wrat
(multiple<choice tasks) TR $fad g1 3 59 §1d ! Tg! &1 1 781 {19 UTd {3 T3iis
JUTTEH St UTHT &HT (language capabilities) &1 6! Hedidh- dR- & fo1g 1 Hg@yut
? — o WeH, Tvpfa, 3o, ik @ & Sfita< | 92 Hg, (context, culture,

history, and local relevance)|

o That's why IndQA, a new benchmark designed to evaluate how well Al models
understand and reason questions that matter in Indian languages, across
cultural domains.

S HRUTF IndQA FI IR a1 1 § — U 191 SIS Sl Ig G Bl § b
Eéﬂﬁﬂvﬁﬁ YR T3 (Indian languages) 3R m &= (cultural
domainsgéﬂ;aqgﬂfq%ﬁ P! fpat 11‘5'%1% J H'FET% 3R fazayor (understand and
reason) I

e “Today, we are rolling out IndQA. Built in collaboration with 261 experts across 12
languages, IndQA fills a key gap by enabling fair and rigorous evaluation that
reflects India’s cultural and linguistic diversity,” said Srinivas Narayanan, CTO,
B2B Application, OpenAl.

“3(5T 89 IndQA Tl TR 3§ g1 T% 12 HTT3 & 261 ﬁﬁlﬁﬁ (261 experts across
12 languages) & TEANT ¥ ST T € | IndQA Teh Hg@qUl 3fcR P! 4Rl § il T8
YRT $! Fiepfa® R UTTS fARAYET (India’s cultural and linguistic diversity) B!
gfafafad H- ara frreae MR PR 'QETI@_-I (fair and rigorous evaluation) P GHT
§TaT 8, ST AR (Srinivas Narayanan), §&1 WMenfiat sifirert (cTO),

St ufRrPder, siuaeaiTs (OpenAl) 3 a1

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS (GS
Paper IV and Essay)

05_11_2025
TOPICS COVERED

1.
NHRC notice to Karnataka for extorting bribe from grieving man

MPHIRA AR T RYT TP W FAfed ' TATHSRA H1 Ry
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Value of undeclared assets owned by an Uttar Pradesh DSP

I U & U STl & Waifiea arell sraifya "ufral &1 g
NHRC notice rl\'lgsc notice to Karnataka for extorting bribe from grieving
to Karnataka gy afey @ Ry age W Ffes @ GTOg SR &1
forextorting S\feg
bribe from e National Human Richte C (NHRC) on Tuesd ]

s . e National Human Rights Commission on Tuesday issued a
gnewng man notice to the Karnataka government in a case where a 64-year-old father,
— mourning for his daughter’s death, was made to pay bribes at every step,

including to an ambulance driver, police, crematorium staff and civic
NEW DELHI officials in Bengaluru.
The National Human AFETYBR STGRT (NHRC) 7 HTIAAR ! U A1 H heifed WRBR B
Rights Commission Wt fomam, o T 64 qditg fira, S s 9t @5t Yog BT M T4 @7

(NHRC) on Tuesday issued
a notice to the Karnataka
government in a case
where a 64-year-old father,
mourning for his daught-
er’'s death, was made to
pay bribes at every step, in-
cluding an ambulance driv-
er, police, crematorium
staff and civic officials in
Bengaluru.

The commission issued
notices to the Chief Secre-
tary and the Director Gen-
eral of Police, Karnataka,
calling for a detailed report
on the matter within two
weeks.

The case pertains to the
demise of woman working
in the city who had suf-
fered a brain haemorrhage
on September 18.

It was reported that
when the father called an
ambulance  after  his
daughter’s death, the am-
bulance driver apparently
over-charged for the ser-
vices. When he reported
his daughter’s death to the
police, they not only dis-
played a lack of empathy,
but gave copies of the FIR
and post-mortem report
only after a bribe was paid.

The father had to again
bribe the crematorium
staff after they delayed fi-
nal rites. There was also a
considerable delay in issu-
ing a death certificate from
Mahadevapura Municipal
authorities. The certificate
was issued only after the
father paid a bribe, the
NHRC communique said.

T, I g TR W Rya 37 & g worey forar man, o tgaw aras, g,
YMAeTE 6 HHARN R SIS & ARG Siftrer it 41

e The commission issued notices to the Chief Secretary and the Director
General of Police (DGP), Karnataka, calling for a detailed report on the
matter within two weeks.

3TN A Pled & YW Afd 3R YRy HgT-eR® (DGP) ! §) JwTE &
feR 59 A W favga fYuid wga s> &1 Aifes s faean

e The case pertains to the demise of a woman working in the city who had
suffered a brain haemorrhage on September 18.

Ig AT XER | PIH B 1ol T Afgar ot g 9 Taifdd g, o 18 Rader
B S SIS g T

e |t was reported that when the father called an ambulance after his
daughter’'s death, the ambulance driver apparently over-charged for the
services.

Tg faYe foran a1 fob 51 e A eroeit 31 &t gog & a1 ¢gay gaars,
oy 1A - Aareii & e srcafis Yes age|

e When he reported his daughter’'s death to the police, they not only displayed
a lack of empathy, but gave copies of the FIR and post-mortem report only

after a bribe was paid. .
ms@ﬁaﬁéﬂﬁq&fw 1 Y, Al I 7 Had HdgAgHAl
fears, sfcwr Twamgam feuid <t ufeai FHaa Rya freR $ a1
Gl

e The father had to again bribe the crematorium staff after they delayed
final rites.

YMAETE 8 & HHANG! A 3ifcd R § 38 &Y, fores a1 fUar & e &
35 Feya e+t ust

e There was also a considerable delay in issuing a death certificate from
Mahadevapura Municipal authorities.

;g?gwwﬁmﬁwﬁﬁaﬂ@v@quwaﬁmﬁﬁﬁm
I

e The certificate was issued only after the father paid a bribe, the NHRC
communique said.
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Value of undeclared Value of undeclared assets owned by an Uttar
Pradesh DSP

assets owned by an IR U & TP ST F I arelt srard
Uttar Pradesh DSP HulRr &1 qed

ine Utta ¢ 100 In ¥ crore. Uttar Pradesh Police officer Rishikant

n ¥ crore. Uttar Shukla, a Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP), has been

Pfad_“h Police officer  gygpended following an inquiry triggered by an SIT probe that
Rishikant Shukla, a uncovered undeclared assets worth around 100 crore.
Deputy Superintendent of Police, has been 100 IS | IR WS YT TG HiVwia It
suspended following an inquiry triggered (Rjshikant Shukla), S 39 gfert sitar® (DSP) % ! Feifad
by an SIT probe that uncovered undeclarec (suspended) &R fear mar % i faw sg 9 (SIT probe)
assets worth around ?1.0[} r_ro:e. PTI R ol Tl'sc S & 395 UTT SRTHIT 2100 m qed &

TRl (undeclared assets) U1 5 |
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